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Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award for Mithun 
NEW DELHI: Veteran 
actor Mithun Chak 
raborty, star of films 
such as Mrigayaa, Surak- 
shaa, Disco Dancer, and 
Dance Dance, was on 
Monday named recipient 
of the Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award, the govern- 
ment’s highest recogni- 
tion in the field of cin 
ema. The announcement 
comes months after Cha 
kraborty was awarded 
Padma Bhushan, the 
third-highest civilian ho- 
nour, by the Government 
of India. 
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J&K to vote in final 
phase today 


JAMMU: Over 20,000 
polling staff have been 
mobilised on Monday 
across seven districts of 
Jammu and Kashmir on 
the eve of third and final 
phase of Assembly elec- 
tions which will decide 
the electoral fate of 415 
candidates including two 
former deputy chief min- 
isters Tara Chand and 
Muzaffar Beig, officials 
said. Over 39.18 lakh 
voters are eligible to ex- 
ercise their franchise in 
this crucial phase, cov- 
ering 40 segments. 
NATION PAGE 7 


ED registers case 
against Sidda 


BENGALURU: In more 
trouble for Karnataka 
Chief Minister Siddara- 
maiah, the Enforcement 
Directorate booked him, 
his wife and some others 
in a money laundering 
case linked to the MUDA 
land allotment case, 
taking cognisance of a 
recent state Lokayukta 
FIR. According to the 
procedure, the ED is em- 
powered to summon the 
accused for questioning 
and even attach assets 
during investigation. 
NATION PAGE 8 


SW monsoon ends 
with surplus rain 


NEW DELHI: The 2024 
southwest monsoon 
season officially ended 
on Monday, with India 
recording 934.8 mm 
rainfall, 108% of long- 
period average and the 
highest since 2020, ac- 
cording to India Meteor- 
ological Department 
data. Central India re- 
ceived 19% more rainfall 
than long-period average 
for the region, the sout 
hern peninsula recorded 
14% more than normal, 
and northwest India saw 
7% more than usual. pti 


CHICKEN RATES 
IN HYDERABAD 
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Rescue mission launched with a downsized 
crew of two astronauts and two empty seats 
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Jadeja seventh 
Indian to take 
300 Test 


wickets 


“Musi project India’s biggest scam” 


KTR says it was designed to funnel funds into Congress' election campaigns across various States 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


Upping the ante on his blis- 
tering attack on the Con- 
gress government, BRS 
working president KT 
Rama Rao on Monday 
dubbed the Musi Riverfront 
Development Project 
India’s biggest scam, stating 
that it was designed to fun- 
nel funds into the Congress’ 
election campaigns across 
various States. 

Pointing out that Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy 
was orchestrating a massive 
Rs 1.5 lakh crore scandal 
under the guise of river 
beautification, he warned 
that the project’s true objec- 
tive was to fund the Con- 
gress’ Assembly election 
campaigns. 

Rama Rao cautioned the 
government against pro- 
ceeding with demolitions 
without even a Detailed 
Project Report (DPR) or 
without holding consulta- 
tions with the affected fam- 
ilies. “The Congress is at- 
tempting to turn the Musi 
project into their personal 
Reserve Bank. We had de- 
veloped a comprehensive 
Musi rejuvenation project 
with a budget of Rs 16,000 
crore and already com- 
pleted the majority of the 
Sewerage Treatment Plants 
(STPs). Now, they plan to 
spend Rs 1.5 lakh crore with- 
out any clear objectives or 
benefits,” he stated. 

Speaking to the media 
persons at the Telangana 
Bhavan here on Monday, 
the former MA&UD Minis- 
ter questioned the legiti- 
macy and transparency of 
the project, comparing it 
with other major riverfront 
projects such as Sabarmati 
and the Namami Gange 
programme, which cost sig- 
nificantly less. “How can 
Congress justify spending 
Rs L5 lakh crore when the 
Namami Gange project was 
undertaken at Rs 40,000 
crore and Sabarmati devel- 


opment cost only Rs 7,000 
crore?” he asked. 

Rama Rao sought to 
know the purpose of the 
Musi Riverfront Develop- 
ment Project and its Return 
on Investment. He pointed 
out that Revanth Reddy and 
his Ministers were not clear 
whether it was a beautifica- 
tion, rejuvenation or river- 
front development project. 
He stated that if the govern- 
ment planned to oust the 
poor and turn it into a real 
estate project, none would 
support it. 

The BRS working presi- 
dent also ridiculed the State 
government for taking up 
such an expensive project 
while claiming to have no 
funds for public welfare 
and infrastructure develop- 
ment programmes. 

(SEE PAGE 2) 
(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 4) 
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HOW CAN CONGRESS 
JUSTIFY SPENDING 
RS 1.5 LAKH CRORE 

WHEN NAMAMI GANGE 

PROJECT WAS TAKEN 

UP AT RS 40,000 CR 
AND SABARMATI 
DEVELOPMENT COST 
ONLY RS 7,000 CRORE? 
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GHMC OFFICE, WHICH 
GIVES NOD FOR 
CONSTRUCTIONS, IS 
ALSO SITUATED ON A 
NALA. IF ILLEGAL 
STRUCTURES NEED 
TO BE REMOVED, WHY 
NOT START WITH YOUR 
OWN OFFICES? 


— KT RAMA RAO, BRS WORKING PRESIDENT 


Congress divided on HYDRAA 


HYDERABAD: The outburst of a few Congress leaders, right from 
working president T Jagga Reddy to Khairatabad MLA Danam Nagen- 
der, over the HYDRAA demolitions and eviction in the name of the 
Musi riverfront project could be just the tip of the iceberg, with party 
sources revealing that quite a few Ministers and senior leaders were 
unhappy with the way Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy was handling 
the issue. Many are worried about the negative publicity that the party 
is getting ever since HYDRAA was launched and are expressing con- 
cern over how this would affect the party in the forthcoming local 


body polls. 


Iranian man helped Israel 
track Nasrallah: Report 


BEIRUT 


Aman, who originally came 
from Iran, shook the hand of 
Hezbollah leader Hassan 
Nasrallah and managed to 
smear a substance on him 
that allowed Israel to track 
him, according to a media 
report quoting sources. 

Due to the fact that the 
body of the Hezbollah 
leader was exhumed intact, 
there are increasing esti- 
mates that Nasrallah died as 
a result of suffocation, in 
great agony, as reported on 
Sunday evening by Channel 
12 News. 


According to sources, 
the man shook 

the hand of Hezbollah 
leader and managed 
to smear a substance 
onhim 


It was also reported that 
as he was in a place without 
ventilation, the Air Force 
bombings resulted in gases 
entering the room, causing 
him to suffocate to death, 
Saudi Al Hadath news chan- 
nel reported. The IDF in- 


This WhatsApp group is 
exclusively for Srinivases! 


RAGHU PAITHARI 


Karimnagar 


We have heard of social 
media groups, WhatsApp 
groups to be precise, for old 
classmates, for those from 
the same caste, community, 
and several for topics such 
as information on drunk 
driving checks by the police, 
news alerts and so on. But 
this WhatsApp group in 
Karimnagar promises to be 
different. This is exclusively 
for Srinivas! 

A WhatsApp group for 
just one person, you might 


ask. But no, this is for all 
people with the name Srini- 
vas, and before you ask how 
many Srinivases could be 
there, allow us to tell you 
that the initiative now has 
been forced to have three 
‘sub-groups’, with the three 
WhatsApp groups together 
having a whopping 2,300 
persons with the name 
Srinivas, all of them from 
the erstwhile Karimnagar 
district. 

Titled ‘Manamantha 
Srinivasulame’ (All of us are 
Srinivas’), the group even 
had a get-together on Satur- 


day, with about 150 Srini- 
vases gathering on the 
premises of the Vidhyana- 
gar Venkateshwara temple 
here. 


Brain behind the idea 

Even as the thought of 150 
persons at a single venue ad- 
dressing each other with the 
same name of Srinivas 
amuses you, let us introduce 
you to the brain behind the 
unique Srinivas idea — 
Acharya Srinivasa 
Daivagna, a native of 
Kaleshwaram of Mahade- 
vpurmandal. — (SEE PAGE 2) 


formed earlier that 20 more 
terrorists were killed along- 
side Nasrallah in the attack 
on Hezbollah’s central 
headquarters in Beirut . 

“In a precise attack by the 
Israeli Air Force and under 
the direction of the intelli- 
gence wing, fighter jets at- 
tacked and killed the leader 
of the Hezbollah terrorist 
organisation Hassan Nasral- 
lah, and the commander of 
the southern front Ali Kar 
aki, one of the senior com- 
manders who remained in 
the organisation before the 
attack,” it said. (SEE PAGE 2) 

(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 9) 
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Nominal parking 
fee now at Nagole, 
Miyapur Metros 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The L&T Metro Rail (Hy- 
derabad) Limited 
(L&TMRHL) on Monday 
came up with crucial an- 
nouncements related intro- 
duction of nominal parking 
fee at Nagole and Miyapur 
metro stations, launch of a 
range of parking amenities 
for passenger convenience 
and the extension of a host 
of customer offers till next 
year March 31. 

From Sunday, October 6, 
L&TMRHL will introduce 
nominal parking fees at 
Nagole and Miyapur metro 
stations. (REPORT PAGE 3) 


US opens 2.5 lakh 
additional visa slots 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The US Mission to India 
opened an _ additional 
2,50,000 visa appointments 
for Indian travellers, includ- 
ing tourists, skilled workers, 
and students. 

The recently released 
new slots will help hun- 
dreds of thousands of In- 
dian applicants take timely 
interviews, facilitating the 
travel, which is the back- 
bone of the people-to-peo- 
ple ties that underpin the 
US-India relationship. The 
US Mission to India has al- 


ready surpassed one mil- 
lion non-immigrant visa ap- 
plications for the second 
consecutive year. “During 
our student visa season this 
summer, we continued to 
process record numbers, 
and all first-time student 
applicants were able to ob- 
tain an appointment at one 
of our five consular sec- 
tions around India,” the US 
Embassy said in a state- 
ment. 

We are now focused on 
bringing families together, 
connecting businesses, and 
facilitating tourism, it fur- 
ther said. (SEE PAGE 2) 
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BRS working president KT Rama Rao speaking to the victims of Musi Riverfront Development Project, at Hyderguda in Rajendranagar constituency on Monday. 
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Affected 
residents vent 
out their ire 


HYDERABAD: As the 
State government contin- 
ued with the Musi River- 
front Development Proj- 
ect, thousands of resid 
ents from the river’s 
buffer zone grappled with 
the fear of losing their 
homes. Residents shared 
their anger and sorrow on 
Monday with BRS work- 
ing president KT Rama 
Rao, who visited several 
residential areas of Hy- 
derguda and Kishanbagh 
in Rajendranagar con- 
stituency, accusing the 
government of reckless- 
ness in handling the proj- 
ect and failing to consider 
the impact on affected 
families. The residents, 
many of whom have lived 
in their homes for deca 
des, expressed their frus- 
tration at being labelled as 
encroachers despite hav- 
ing approvals and regis- 
trations. (REPORT PAGE 4) 


HYDRAA terrorising people, 
deviating from law, says HC 


LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 
Hyderabad 


The Telangana High Court 
disapproved of the actions 
of the Ameenpur tahsildar 
and HYDRAA at demolish- 
ing sites without following 
the due process of law. 
Mincing no words, Justice K 
Lakshman said the court was 
not happy with HYDRAA. 
He also said the agency 
was terrorising the people, 
deviating from what was 
stipulated in GO Ms 99 as 
functions of HYDRAA, and 
asked both the officials not 
to commit illegal activities 
for pleasing their political 


Key observations 


APPRECIATES INTENT OF HYDRAA IN DEMOLISHING 
ILLEGAL STRUCTURES, BUT SAYS DEMOLITIONS 
CARRIED OUT IN VIOLATION OF PROCEDURE 


© Asks how authorities can proceed with 
demolitions on Sundays or holidays despite 
clear judgements of Supreme Court and 


Telangana HC 


© Questions HYDRAA Commissioner AV 
Ranganath and Ameenpur Tahsildar if they were 
aware of the law and judgements on demolitions 


© Suggests both officials not to 


activities for "pleasing their political bosses and 


executive bosses" 


and executive _ bosses. 
“While we appreciate the in- 
tent of the HYDRAA in de- 
molishing illegal structures, 


Reprimands 
Tahsildar for 
passing an 
order on 


SEPT 20, 
serving the 
same on 
petitioner 
the next day 
at 6:30 pm 
and going 
ahead with 
demolition on 


SEPT 22 AT 
7.30 AM 


commit any illegal 


we do not appreciate the 
manner in which demoli- 
tions are carried out in vio- 
lations. (REPORT PAGE 4) 


Keep Gods out of 
politics, says SC 


Questions Naidu’s statement on laddu row 


NEW DELHI 


Observing that Gods should 
be kept away from politics, 
the Supreme Court on Mon- 
day questioned Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu’s pub- 
lic statement that animal fat 
was allegedly used in mak- 
ing Tirupati laddus under 
the previous YS Jaganmo- 
han Reddy-led regime. 

The apex court said the 
laboratory test report was 
“not clear at all” and it prima 
facie indicated that ‘rejected 
ghee’ was subjected to test. 
It is very clear from the re- 
port that this is not the Ghee 
which has been used. Unless 
you are sure, how did you go 
to public with that?” a Bench 
of Justices BR Gavai and KV 
Viswanathan said. 

“Tt is not clear at all and it 
is prima facie indicating that 
these were rejected ghee 
which were subjected to 
test. If you yourself have or- 
dered investigation, where 
is the need to go to the 
press?” the Bench told sen- 
ior advocate Mukul Rohatgi, 
who was appearing for 
Andhra Pradesh. The top 
court was hearing a batch of 
pleas, including those seek- 
ing a court-monitored probe 
into the alleged use of ani- 


Apex court flays Bengal govt 


NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Monday expressed dissatisfac- 
tion over "tardy" progress by West Bengal government in installation 
of CCTVs and construction of toilets and separate resting rooms at 
medical facilities, and directed the State government to complete on- 
going work by October 15. The apex court was hearing a suo motu 
case related to the rape and murder of a postgraduate medic at the 
RG Kar Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata. 

The top court also reiterated its earlier order that no intermediary 
is allowed to publish the name and photo of the victim in the case. As 
the hearing commenced, advocate Vrinda Grover told a Bench of 
Chief Justice DY Chandrachud and Justices JB Pardiwala and Manoj 
Misra that the parents of the deceased victim are disconcerted by re- 
peated clips in social media disclosing her name and photos. 


mal fat in making Tirupati 
laddus. Observing that 
these pleas pertain to an 
issue which affects the sen- 
timents of crores of people 
living in the world, the 
Bench noted the Chief Min- 
ister had gone public mak- 
ing a statement that animal 
fat was being used to make 
Tirupati laddus under the 
previous regime. It said ac- 
cording to the State, an FIR 
was registered on Septem- 
ber 25 and a SIT was consti- 
tuted on September 26 to 
probe the matter. 

“It could thus be seen that 
the statement made by the 
Chief Minister was even 
prior to the FIR being 
lodged and the SIT being 
constituted on September 
26, in as much as the Chief 


(REPORT PAGE 7) 


Minister has gone in public 
on September 18,” the Bench 
said. “We are prime facie of 
the view that when investi- 
gation is under process, it 
was not appropriate on the 
part of a higher constitu- 
tional functionary to go in 
public to make a statement 
which can affect sentiments 
of crores of people,” it said. 
The Bench asked Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta to 
assist it in deciding whether 
the probe by the SIT should 
continue or the probe 
should be conducted by an 
independent agency. While 
posting the matter for hear- 
ing on October 3, it asked 
the top law officer to ponder 
over the issue and assist it in 
this regard. 
(RELATED REPORT PAGE 7) 
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FORECAST 
Generally cloudy 
sky with Light rain 


HYDERABAD 
DHL’s price 
adjustments 
Ww 


DHL Express an- 
nounced price adjust- 
ments on Monday that 
will take effect on Jan- 
uary 1, 2025. The aver- 
age increase in India 
will be 6.9 per cent. 
Prices are adjusted on 
an annual basis by DHL 
Express, taking into 
consideration inflation 
and currency dynamics 
as well as administra- 
tive costs related to 
regulatory and security 
measures. 


Max. tem: 33.1° 
Min. tem: 24.7° 
RH: 72% 

Rainfall: 02 mm 


Cc 
Cc 


HYDERABAD 
Global strides 
in NRT 

V 


Hyderabad-based Dr. 
Reddy’s Laboratories 
on Monday said its 
Switzerland-based 
subsidiary has com- 
pleted the acquisition 
of Haleon plc’s global 
portfolio of consumer 
health care brands, 
outside of the US, in 
the Nicotine Replace- 
ment Therapy (NRT) 
category. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


OUCE team develops 
futuristic chip design 


The team is developing cutting-edge Bluetooth chip design 
that is half the size of the existing one and cost-effective too 


YUVRAJ AKULA 
HYDERABAD 


The Osmania University 
College of Engineering 
(OUCE) researchers are on 
the brink of transforming the 
future of wireless communi- 
cation. The Electronics and 
Communication Engineer- 
ing (ECE) Department re- 
searchers are developing a 
Bluetooth chip design that is 
not only half the size of the 
existing one but also signifi- 
cantly more cost-effective. 

OUCE Principal and ECE 
professor P Chandra Sekhar 
and his team of researchers 
comprising PhD scholars, 
MTech and BT ech students 
are developing the Blue- 
tooth chip in lmm/1mm size, 
which works at a frequency 
of 2.48 Ghz. 

The present Bluetooth 
chips used in various elec- 
tronics gadgets, including 
the earphones and mobile 
phones, are of 2mm/2mm 
size. Using cutting-edge ma- 
terials and technologies, the 
team is creating the chip de- 
sign that maintains a high 
performance and resolution. 

One of the unique features 
of the chip is its ability to 
consume less power com- 
pared to the existing ones 
and occupy less space given 
its reduced size. “The chip 
will have high resolution and 
accuracy, and largely re- 
duces the noise distortion,” 
the researchers told ‘Telan- 
gana Today’ . The research 
project was undertaken as 
part of ‘The Design, Fabrica- 


OU College of Engineering is playing the lead role in executing the project jointly with CBIT 


66 


the noise distortion 


— P CHANDRA SEKHAR, Principal, OUCE 


tion, and Development of 
Silicon Proven IP Core for 
High-Resolution All Digital 
Phase Locked Loop’ from 
Chip to Start-up (C2S) pro- 
gramme, Ministry of Elec- 
tronics and IT (MietY). 
While the OUCE is play- 
ing the lead role in executing 
the project jointly with 


“The chip will have 
high resolution and 
accuracy, and largely reduces 


CBIT, the BITSILICA Pvt 
Ltd, semi-conductor design 
services, is the end user 
which commercialises the 
developed chips. 

Apart from receiving a 
grant of Rs 2 crore, the Cen- 
tral government extended 
necessary software that has 
come in handy for the team 


‘00% of successful UPSC candidates 


are from middle-class backg 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Nurture your dreams until 
you succeed. View the 
UPSC examination as an op- 
portunity to secure a civil 
servant position because 
such a career will be highly 
impactful as you can bring 
about a positive change to 
the society, said K 
Shashikanth, Indian Rev- 
enue Service (IRS) officer 
from the 2023 batch, cur- 
rently serving in the Indian 
Railway Traffic Service 
(IRTS) in Assam. 
Delivering an empower- 
ing message to youngsters 
in a seminar on Civil Serv- 
ices at the Indian Institute of 
Management and Com- 
merce (IIMC), Khairtabad, 
which was organised by 
‘Telangana Today’ and ‘Na- 


IRS office K Shashikanth addressing the participants during the 
seminar at the ITMC, Khairtabad, on Monday. 


masthe Telangana’, in col- 
laboration with Reflections 
IAS Academy, on Monday, 
the IRTS officer pointed out 
that 90 per cent of UPSC 
successful candidates come 
from middle-class back- 
grounds. Shashikanth noted 
that while a large number of 
students from prestigious 
institutions like IITs are 


achieving a lot of success in 
cracking the UPSC exams, 
candidates with regular de- 
gree programmes are also 
equally capable of succeed- 
ing. 

The seminar was highly 
interactive, with students 
actively participating in dis- 
cussions and asking ques- 
tions. In response to a query 


rounds’ 


from Manohar, a final-year 
student, Shashikanth ad- 
vised: “Do not change your 
opinion at any cost for oth- 
ers’ sake,” urging students to 
stay true to their beliefs 
while chasing their aspira- 
tions. Sriramana Muppalla, 
founder and director of Re- 
flections IAS Academy, fur- 
ther elaborated on the im- 
portance of the civil services 
exam. This comprehensive 
knowledge, he said, not only 
enhances their chances of 
success in the UPSC but also 
opens up opportunities in 
other State and national 
public service commission 
exams. 

K Raghuveer, principal of 
IIMC College, welcomed 
the gathering and encour- 
aged students to actively 
participate in seminars like 
these. 


Iranian man helped 


Israel track 


Nasrallah: Report 


“In a precise airstrike carried out by 
the Israeli Air Force, directed by the 
Intelligence Directorate, fighter jets 
struck and eliminated Hassan Nasral- 
lah, the leader of the Hezbollah ter- 
rorist organisation, and Ali Karaki, 
the Commander of Hezbollah’s 
Southern Front, who was one of the 
remaining senior commanders in the 
organisation before the strike.” 

More than 20 other terrorists of 
varying ranks, who were present at 
the underground headquarters in 
Beirut located beneath civilian build- 
ings, and were managing Hezbollah’s 
terrorist operations against the State 
of Israel, were also eliminated. 
Among the terrorists eliminated: 
Ibrahim Hussein Jazini — Head of 
Nasrallah’s Security Unit Samir Taw- 
fiq Dib — Nasrallah’s long-time confi- 


only meant to divert public attention from its 


failed promises,” he added. 


Rama Rao vowed that the BRS would stand 
by the people and fight for their rights, and even 
take the issue to the Supreme Court if neces- 
sary. “We will not remain silent while the Con- 
gress destroys the lives of the poor. If they send 
bulldozers, we will stand in front of them,” he 


declared. 


Responding to a question, he said the BRS 
was not against the conservation of the Musi 
River, but it must be done as per law and only 
after duly compensating the affected families. 
He reminded that they were not encroachers, 
but tax-paying citizens who constructed the 
houses after obtaining all permissions. He 
pointed out that most of these layouts were reg- 
ularised and construction permissions were 
given during the previous Congress govern- 
ments. He said till the BRS government pre- 
pared the buffer zones, full tank levels and maps 
of water bodies in 2016, local bodies had given 
permissions as per their whims. He thanked the 
High Court for taking notice of the govern- 


| from page 1 


“Musi project India’s biggest scam” 


He slammed the government’s hypocrisy, 
pointing out that while officials were eager to 
demolish the homes of the poor, they were ig- 
noring the office of the HYDRAA commissioner 
at Buddha Bhavan, which was built on a nala. 
He reminded that the GHMC office, which gives 
permissions for numerous constructions, was 
also situated on a nala. He dared the govern- 
ment to begin their demolition drive with these 
buildings. “If illegal structures need to be re- 
moved, why not start with your own offices?” he 
asked. If the Chief Minister was so determined 
to safeguard water bodies, the latter must first 
demolish his house which was on the Reddy 
Kunta water body in his native village of Kon- 
dareddypally as well as of his brother whose 
house was in the FTL of Durgam Cheruvu. 
“He should also demolish the houses and 
farmhouses of his Ministers and other Congress 
leaders that were constructed within 500 me- 
tres of the twin reservoirs of Osman Sagar and 
Himayat Sagar against rules,” he added. 
Highlighting the suffering of the people, the 
BRS working president pointed to the deterio- 


in designing the chip. While 
90 per cent of the chip de- 
sign has already been com- 
pleted, the first design will 
be submitted to the central 
government in the month of 
October. 

An integrated circuit will 
be manufactured at a facility 
in Chandigarh and it will be 
further improved based on 
its function. “Indians have all 
expertise for creating the 
chips but there needs to be 
enough support and guid- 
ance from the government. 
Soon, the country will be- 
come a hub for chip making 
as well given the capabilities 
of engineers here,” said Prof. 
Chandra Sekhar. 


Is Xbox Game Pass 
the way ahead? 


Taking stock after month of ‘Age of Mythology 
Retold’, ‘FrostPunk2’, and ‘Ara: History Untold’ 


he last month has 
been unidimensional 
Sony fare - the much- 
criticised launch of the PS5 
Pro, the success of the new 
Astro Bot, and the an- 
nouncement of a sequel to 
‘Ghost of Tsushima’. 

However, while Sony has 
been in the spotlight, Mi- 
crosoft has been quietly ex- 
panding its catalogue with 
three solid Real Time Strat- 
egy (RTS) games in ‘Age of 
Mythology Retold’ - a re- 
master of the 2002 classic, 
‘Frostpunk 2’, and ‘Ara: His- 
tory Untold’. 

With the addition of these 
three games, the Xbox 
Game Pass catalogue has 
something for almost every- 
one. This week’s column of- 
fers a snapshot of all the 
three RTS games and asks if 
Microsoft should double 
down on PC gaming as 
means to counter Sony. 


Age of Mythology Retold 
Developed by multiple pro- 
duction teams, this remaster 
manages to deliver a cohe- 
sive experience that’s as sat- 
isfying as Iremember. It’s a 
treat to see the terrains and 
maps from 2002 reimagined 
with modern mechanics. 
The game retains much of 
what made the classic great, 
offering an Age of Empires 
experience set in mytholog- 
ical times. With refined me- 
chanics, a completely over- 
hauled UI, a distinct aura 
surrounding Hero units, and 
a repurposed ‘attack move’ 
there’s plenty of new ele- 
ments to enjoy, and learn. 


Frostpunk 2 

The second entry on the list 
arrives over six years after 
the original ‘Frostpunk’, and 
I can’t help but marvel at 
how beautiful the game 
looks, despite most of the 
terrain being blanketed in 
layers of snow. The inter- 
face and controls are a joy 
to behold, especially the 
way icons change colours 
and take on ghostly, smoky 
appearances when things 
start to get tough in-game. 
With a detailed tutorial and 
in-depth rules, there’s room 
for players to both arrive at 
perfect solutions and devise 
creative strategies to sur- 
vive the frost. 


Ara: History Untold: 

The final game on this list 
launched just last Tuesday 
and, in many ways, offers a 
4X experience similar to 
‘Sid Meier’s Civilization’. 
This is a world-building 
game where you start in 
the Neolithic age and race 
toward the modern era by 
researching technologies 


COLOURFUL FESTIVAL 
one 


and constructing buildings 
— think 2007’s brilliant 
‘Rise of Nations’. However, 
the game envisions a much 
richer future than most, 
embracing sci-fi concepts 
like Transhumanism, Cy- 
bernetics, and, of course, 
AI. With a diverse range of 
leaders to choose from, 
you can select the ideal na- 
tion for your playstyle. 

With three amazing RTS 
games to choose from, PC 
players are certainly 
spoiled, especially since 
some of the games here 
don’t even offer controller 
support. However, this 
also means that, in many 
ways, RTS players must 
rely on PCs and services 
like Game Pass to find 
their fix. 

At a time when Sony 
seems to have perfected 
console play and the Xbox 
Series X struggles to keep 
up with the PS5, could the 
RTS and strategy genres 
be a possible way to 
counter Sony’s domi- 
nance? One can only hope. 


Women ring in Bathukamma festivities singing and dancing around colourful floral arrangements, at Kukatpally. — Photo: Surya Sridhar 
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Srinivasa Daivagna says that 
ever since the idea of bringing 
together all the people with the 
name of Srinivas on a single 
platform dawned upon him 
late last year, he formed the 
WhatsApp group and got 2,300 
members. 

With the number of mem- 
bers for WhatsApp groups hav 
ing limits, he is now operating 
three groups. While the first 
and second groups have 1,024 
members each, the third group 
has already ‘enrolled’ 300 
Srinivases. That is not all. One 
of the members, Utkur Srinivas 
Reddy from Karimnagar, has 


US opens 2.5 lakh additional visa slots 


Over 1.2 million Indians trav- States, and each day, the Mis- 


registering their 


‘Telangana 


WhatsApp group for Srinivases! 


created a separate Srinivas 
blood donation group as well! 
And this group now has 512 
persons 
names, of course, all Srini- 
vases, to donate blood. Besides 
planning to convert this into a 
trust, they are planning to or- 
ganise a State-level meeting 
which will be called ‘Srinivasla 
Maha Sabalv’. 
Speaking to 
Today’, Srinivas Reddy said 
though they had formed the 
group with a view to bring all 
Srinivases together, they were 
now planning to conduct vari- 
ous charity programmes by 


converting the group into a 
trust. They were also planning 
to work for children suffering 
from Thalassemia. They want 
to conduct three blood dona- 
tion camps for them every 
year. 

An ‘annadanam’ programme 
will also be conducted in all 
Venkateshwara Swamy tem- 
ples on a Saturday every 
month. They also have plans to 
visit Tirupathi together once a 
year by engaging a train either 
from Warangal or Karimnagar. 
“The entire train will be filled 
with people named Srinivas,” 
he said. 


expedite the visa process, and 


I’m proud to say that we have 
delivered on that promise. Our 
consular teams at the embassy 
and four consulates work tire- 
lessly to ensure that we meet the 
surging demand.” 


sion issues thousands more. 

As US Ambassador to India 
Eric Garcetti recently noted, 
“Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and President Joe Biden set an 
ambitious goal to improve and 


elled to the United States to date 
in 2024, a 35 per cent increase 
over the same period in 
2023. At least six million Indi- 
ans already have a non-immi- 
grant visa to visit the United 


ment’s ‘bulldozer anarchy’ and praised the legal 
efforts of his party’s legal cell to protect the vic- 
tims. He urged Congress leaders to reconsider 
their priorities and warned that attempts to sup- 
press the poor for political gain would ulti- 
mately backfire. 


rating conditions of villages and the govern- 
ment’s failure to deliver on its 420 election 
promises. “The Congress government, which 
promised to implement its Six Guarantees 
within 100 days, failed even after 300 days. 
These destruction politics using HYDRAA, are 


dant and advisor on terrorist activi- 
ties. Abed al-Amir Muhammad 
Sablini — Head of Hezbollah’s Force- 
Build Up Ali Naaf Ayoub — responsi- 
ble for coordinating Hezbollah’s fire- 
power. Ians 
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Three bike 
thieves held 
YY 


The Sanathnagar police 
apprehended three 
persons including a ju- 
venile who were al- 
legedly stealing motor- 
cycles in the city. The 
police recovered 10 
motorcycles from 
them. The arrested 
were Shiva Shanker 
(20), Govinda Chary 
(19) and a juvenile. The 
trio was stealing mo- 
torcycles parked at 
public places in the city 
and selling it at throw- 
away prices to people. 


HYDERABAD 
Woman 
murdered 
WV 


A woman was found 
murdered at her house 
in Miyapur on Monday 
afternoon. For the past 
few months, the victim 
Spandana (29) was 
staying away from her 
husband at Miyapur. In 
fact, earlier, she also 
had filed a case against 
her husband. On Mon- 
day afternoon, the vic- 
tim’s body with stab in- 
juries was found in the 
house by local people 
who informed the po- 
lice about it. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


2 BHKs of no use to us, 
say Musi project oustees 


Demand State government to revisit its plan and do justice to them 


CITY BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


The wrath of the victims of the 
Musi River Development Project 
reached the Hyderabad district 
collector office on Monday, as 
hundreds of oustees travelled 
from their homes to the collector 
office at Lakdikapul and staged a 


massive protest. 


Holding placards in their hands 
and shouting anti-slogans against 
the proposed Musi River Develop- 
ment Project, the protestors de- 
manded that the State government 
revisit its plan and do justice to 
them. The district administration 
reportedly tried to convince them 
to move to 2BHK houses allocated 
to them far away from the city. 

Srilatha, a middle-aged woman 
from Langer Houz, said that it is im- 
possible for them to leave their 
houses and go away. “Nobody has 


e 
o 


any right to remove us from our 


houses. We don’t want any 2BHK, 
it is of no use to us,” she said. 
Madhavi, another woman com- 


plained the authorities are hurry- 


ing with the project without con- 
sidering the human aspect. “My 
son is physically challenged. I can- 
not move away from this place. He 
has to be taken care of properly 
and cannot adjust with the 2BHK 


flat,” she said. 


The police were deployed in 
large numbers at the Hyderabad 
Collector’s office to prevent the 
protest from turning violent. The 
protestors had squatted in front of 
the gate and showed their dissent 


over the project. 
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Victims of the Musi River Development Project staging a protest at the Hyderabad Collectorate Office. 


MIM corporators taken into custody 


HYDERABAD: A few oustees of the 
Musi River Development Project 
along with four corporators belong- 
ing to the All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul- 
Muslimeen (AIMIM) were taken into 
preventive custody on Monday when 
they staged a protest against the 
proposed project on Musi. 

Following a protest call, scores of 
people from residential areas of 
Asad Baba Nagar, Kishan Bagh and 
Bahadurpura descended at the 
Tahsildar Bahadurpura office on 
Monday. A few days ago, the local 


revenue authorities visited the 
localities inhabited by the working 
class and marked the houses that 
are reportedly located in the buffer 
zone of the Musi River a few days 
ago. Since then protests have been 
organised daily by the local people 
at various places demanding the 
officials review their plans. 

On Monday, four Corporators 
Hussaini Pasha (Kishanbagh), Mohd 
Khader (Ramnaspura), Mohd Nawaz 
(Suleimannagar) and Syed Saleem 
(Doodh Bowli) came to the Tahsildar 


RTC to run 6,000 specials 
for Dasara to meet demand 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


To meet the high demand 
during Dasara festival, 
TGSRTC announced that it 
will operate as many as 
6,000 special buses during 
this year’s Dasara festival. 
These special buses will 
be available for passengers 
from October 1 to 15 and ad- 
vance reservation facility 
has been provided for them. 
The management further 
decided to run special buses 
from Hyderabad suburbs 
during the festive time. 
Special services will be 
available from MGBS, JBS, 
LB Nagar, Uppal, Aramghar, 
Santoshnagar, KPHB and 
other places for those plan- 
ning to travel to their native 
places. For the convenience 
of IT Corridor employees, 
RTC has planned to run 
buses to Vijayawada, Ben- 
galuru and other places via 
Gachibowli ORR. TGSRTC 
Managing Director VC Saj- 
janar held a virtual meeting 
with field-level officials on 
special buses for Dasara and 


Take precautions to prevent 
theft and burglaries, advise cops 


HYDERABAD: With fami- 
lies leaving for their na- 
tive places for short vaca- 
tions in view of the 
Dasara festival, the police 
issued an advisory asking 
the citizens to take all 
precautions to prevent 
theft and burglaries. 

The police asked people 
not to keep valuables in- 
cluding cash and gold at 
home. Officials said 
adding that it would bea 
safe step to keep valu- 
ables in the bank locker or 
any other safer place. 

“Those going on along 
vacation, please inform 
the local police station. 
This will help in increasing 
patrols in the area. We re- 


facilities to be provided to 
passengers in congested 
areas. The buses will run 
from Hyderabad and Secun- 
derabad to all parts of 


quest citizens to share in- 
formation about suspi- 
cious persons in 
colonies,” the advisory 
stated, adding that in- 
stalling a central locking 
system will help to a great 
extent because the con- 
ventional locks are ex- 
posed to everyone and 
easily indicate the family 
is not at home. 

“Inform local 
relatives/friends/well- 
wishers to keep a watch 
on the house in your ab- 
sence. Install surveillance 
cameras and keep the 
DVR at a safe place and 
monitor from your phone 
the activity in and around 
your house,” it added. 


Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka and Maharashtra. 
For details visit www.tgsrt- 
bus.in or contact: 040- 
69440000 or 040-23450033. 


LVPEI doctor 
killed in mishap 
on ORR 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A 29-year-old eye special- 
ist working at L V Prasad 
Eye Hospital died when he 
fell off a flyover on the 
ORR at Rajendranagar in 
the early hours of Monday. 

The victim, Dr Nilay 
Reddy, who worked as a 
Cornea and Anterior Seg- 
ment Fellow at LVPEI, was 
on his way to the 
Shamshabad airport from 
his residence in Jubilee 
Hills. The accident hap- 
pened on the flyover at exit 
17 of ORR. “The doctor was 
driving car at a high speed 
and lost control over it. 
The car overturned and got 
dragged for nearly 100 me- 
tres before hitting the 
crash guard railing. Subse- 
quently, the car’s door 
opened and the victim was 
thrown out from the vehi- 
cle on the service road. He 
died on the spot,” Rajen- 
dranagar Inspector K Kas- 
tro said. The police, on in- 
formation, reached the 
spot and shifted the body 
to OGH for post-mortem. 
A case was registered. 


Sheesh Mahal 
at Nexus mall 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Nexus Hyderabad 
Mall is taking its patrons on 
a royal journey by recreat- 
ing the Sheesh Mahal as a 
part of the Diwali experi- 
ence this year. The larger- 
than-life, illuminated struc- 
ture made of mirrors and 
glass has over one lakh 
pieces and has been crafted 
by over 100 artisans from 
across the country. 

Customers can come and 
experience the unique in- 
stallation from October 3 
onwards till November 15, 
at the Central Atrium of the 
Nexus mall. The Sheesh 
Mahal is divided into three 
distinctive sections, each 
offering a unique and im- 
mersive experience and is 
certain to leave the patrons 
in awe. Entry tickets are 
available at Rs 299 for indi- 
viduals and Rs 599 for cou- 
ples, and Rs 899 for a family 
of four. 


City turns pink to raise 
awareness on breast cancer 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Several iconic monuments 
and buildings of Hyderabad 
were illuminated in pink on 
Monday evening for 16th 
consecutive year to mark the 
beginning of the Interna- 
tional Breast Cancer aware- 
ness month of October. 

An initiative of Hyder- 
abad-based Ushalakshmi 
Breast Cancer Foundation 
(UBCF), landmark histori- 
cal structures including 
Charminar, Buddha statue, 
and prominent buildings in- 
cluding T -Hub, Prasads 
Imax, Durgam Cheruvu 
cable bridge and KIMS were 
illuminated in pink, to 
spread awareness on the im- 
portance of early detection 
of breast cancer. 

Illumination of promi- 
nent buildings in pink is just 
one way to attract the atten- 


Buddha Statue in Hussain Sagar illuminated in pink to mark 
beginning of International Breast Cancer awareness month. 


tion and curiosity of people 
and raise awareness about 
the importance of early de- 
tection of breast cancer, 
said Dr P Raghu Ram, 
Founder, CEO, and Direc- 
tor, UBCF, who has been 
spearheading the Pink Rib- 
bon Campaign since 16 
years. “The aim of painting 


the city pink campaign is to 
spread the message of hope, 
survival and courage to 
those who have fought 
breast cancer, and equally 
remind people that women 
over 40 must get them- 
selves an annual screening 
mammogram to detect 
breast cancer early.” 


office and staged a demonstration. 

The police who were deployed in 
large numbers prevented people 
from gaining entry into the Tahsildar 
office. People raised slogans against 
Chief Minister, A Revanth Reddy and 
other officials. 

The police physically lifted the 
four Corporators along with a few 
oustees and shifted them into police 
vehicles. They were shifted to 
Falaknuma police station where 
they were detained as a preventive 
measure. 


Log on for more Local and Global news 
www.telanganatoday.com 
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Now pay parking 
fee at Nagole and 
Miyapur Metros 


L&TMRHL 
launches 
range of 
amenities for 
passengers 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The L&T Metro Rail (Hy- 
derabad) Limited 
(L&TMRHL) on Monday 
came up with crucial an- 
nouncements related in- 
troduction of nominal 
parking fee at Nagole and 
Miyapur metro stations, 
launch of a range of park- 
ing amenities for passen- 
ger convenience and the 
extension of a host of cus- 
tomer offers till next year 
March 31. 

From Sunday, October 6, 
L&TMRHL will introduce 
nominal parking fees at 
Nagole and Miyapur metro 
stations. These parking 
spaces will offer a range of 
amenities to ensure pas- 
senger convenience and 
security including separate 
parking for two-wheelers 
and four-wheelers, 
L&TMRHL said in a press 
release. 


Services available 

Some of the services to be 
available include bio-toi- 
lets for commuters, ade- 
quate lighting for evening 
hours, 24/7 security and 
CCTV coverage, APP/QR- 
based payment system for 
ease of transaction, clean 
drinking water facility, 
lane identification for easy 
parking and access, desig- 
nated parking spaces for 


Telangana‘= Today 


women, senior citizens, 
and differently-abled indi- 
viduals and display of 
emergency contact details 
like nearest hospital, police 
station, and fire station. 

Following popular 
public demand, L&T 
Metro Rail (Hyderabad) 
Limited announced the ex- 
tension of its popular cus- 
tomer offers until next 
year March 31. 


Customer offers 

The popular customer of- 
fers that will be available 
till next March include 
Super Saver Offer-59, 
which offers unlimited 
travel for just Rs 59 on 
L&TMRHL’s listed holi- 
days, the student pass offer 
where students pay for 20 
trips and get 30 trips, mak- 
ing metro travel even more 
accessible and Super Saver 
Off-Peak Offer, which of- 
fers 10 percent discount on 
Contactless Smart Cards 
(CSCs) when travelling 
during off-peak hours. 

KVB Reddy, MD & CEO, 
L&TMRHL, said, “These 
initiatives highlight our 
dedication to enhancing 
the passenger experience. 
By combining affordabil- 
ity, convenience, and ac- 
cessibility, we aim to con- 
tribute to a more 
sustainable and efficient 
transportation system for 
Hyderabad.” 

Murali Varadarajan, 
Chief Strategy Officer, 
L&TMRHL, said, “The ex- 
tension of our popular cus- 
tomer offers, and the intro- 
duction of secure and 
convenient parking facili- 
ties are testament to our 
unwavering commitment 
to providing affordable 
commuting for all.” 
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Jagga ‘bans’ 
HYDRAA 
from 
Sangareddy 


STATE BUREAU 
Sangareddy 


In open defiance of his 
party’s government’s 
demolition drive using 
HYDRAA, Congress 
working president T 
Jagga Reddy said the 
agency will not be al- 
lowed to take up any 
demolition in San- 
gareddy constituency. 

Since the rumours of 
HYDRAA entering the 
constituency began 
doing the rounds in the 
town, Jagga Reddy, ina 
press statement, asked 
HYDRAA Commis- 
sioner AV Ranganath 
to keep him informed 
if the agency had any 
plans to demolish 
structures in San- 
gareddy. He also as- 
sured the citizens that 
he would take up the 
issue with CM A Re- 
vanth Reddy. 

The former San- 
gareddy MLA recalled 
that Revanth Reddy 
had earlier clarified 
that there would be no 
demolitions by HY- 
DRAA outside the 
ORR. Since  San- 
gareddy constituency 
was outside ORR, he 
said citizens should 
not worry much about 
any such rumours. 


BJP changes 
its stand on 
HYDRAA 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BJP leaders, who ini- 
tially spoke in different 
voices on the demoli- 
tion drive, were now 
opposing it after see- 
ing a large number of 
people protesting the 
government’s move. 

After HYDRAA 
started its demolition 
drive two months ago, 
a few BJP leaders, in- 
cluding Medak MP N 
Raghunandan Rao and 
Chevella MP Konda 
Vishweshwar Reddy, 
had welcomed the 
drive and said the BJP 
would support the 
Congress government. 
Now, they claim that 
they would stand by 
them and come up 
with a plan to oppose 
the drive. 

Union Minister G 
Kishan Reddy wrote to 
CM A Revanth Reddy 
criticising the action of 
HYDRAA. 

MoS Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar alleged that 
Congress was extort- 
ing money from the 
rich in the name of 
HYDRAA and paying 
it to the party high 
command. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


On the brink of homelessness 


In the name of beautification, Revanth government trying to build graveyard on ruins of homes, say residents 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


As the State government continued 
with the Musi Riverfront Development 
Project, thousands of residents from the 
river’s buffer zone grappled with the 
fear of losing their homes. Residents 
shared their anger and sorrow on Mon- 
day with BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao, who visited several residen- 
tial areas of Hyderguda and Kishanbagh 
in Rajendranagar constituency, accus- 
ing the government of recklessness in 
handling the project and failing to con- 
sider the impact on affected families. 

The residents, many of whom have 
lived in their homes for decades, ex- 
pressed their frustration at being la- 
belled as encroachers despite having 
valid approvals and registrations. 
Mateti Prabhakar, treasurer of the 
Laxminagar Colony Residents Welfare 
Association, questioned the logic of the 
government’s actions. “We have two 
parks here, with the electricity depart- 
ment and GHMC providing power and 
maintenance funds. Doesn’t this mean 
the area is approved? How can we af- 
ford new properties when we bought 
these homes years ago for lakhs, and 
now the prices are in crores?” he asked. 

Sriramulu from Nandanavanam 
Apartments shared a similar ordeal, re- 
calling how their land was registered in 
1966 and given for construction of 
apartments. “Officials surveyed and 
placed markers 95 ft away from the 
Musi river, and our apartment is even 
further, yet now they claim it falls 
under the buffer zone,” he said. 

For Renuka, a resident of Bharatna- 
gar Colony in Attapur, the situation is 
unbearable. “We are out on the streets 
fighting for our homes, yet Ministers 
accuse us of being funded by the Oppo- 
sition. If they cannot stand with us, they 
should remain silent. Our families live 
in constant fear of losing our homes 
without warning,” she told Rama Rao. 

Narasimha from Laxminagar added: 
“We have lived here for 56 years, with 
no objections from officials when we 
sought permissions for development. 
Even Revanth Reddy was involved in 
real estate projects here. Why would he 
build apartments if this area is a buffer 
zone?” 

Trinadh, an employee, revealed his 
own plight. “Revanth Reddy became 
the Chief Minister on December 7 last 
year, we got the building approval on 
January 14 this year. We occupied our 
new house recently, just 15 days before 
the officials arrived, claiming it was in 
the buffer zone. How could we have 
known? No authority objected during 
registration, nor did the banks when 
they approved loans. They should have 
placed boards stating that this is buffer 
zone,” he said. 

For many, such as Laxmi from Vi- 
gneswara Colony, the situation is dev- 
astating. “We invested our life’s savings 
into this house, to create an asset for 
our children. My husband and I go to of- 
fice; we send our two children — aged 
three and five — to a daycare only to 
provide them a better living. In the 
name of beautification, the Revanth 
Reddy government is trying to build a 
graveyard on the ruins of our homes,” 
she said. 

“The officials are threatening us to 
vacate, but why should we leave our 
homes when they are legitimate?” asked 
Chandrakala from Pardhiwadi in Pu- 
ranapul, whose family has lived in their 
home for generations. 

The residents are pleading with the 
government to halt the demolitions and 
reconsider the project’s impact on their 
lives. Rama Rao vowed to stand by the 
victims, criticising the Congress gov- 
ernment’s handling of the project and 
promising to fight for justice, even if it 
meant taking the issue to the Supreme 
Court. 
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BRS working president KT Rama Rao checks a map of areas affected by the Musi Riverfront Development Project, at Kishanbagh on Monday. 


Demolitions not goal, 
says HYDRAA chief 


HYDERABAD: After being pulled up by the 
Telangana High Court on Monday, HY- 
DRAA Commissioner AV Ranganath 
posted on the agency’s official handle on 
X stating that demolitions were not the 
goal of HYDRAA. “Demolitions are not the 
goal — HYDRAA’s objective is restoration 
of lakes,” he said in the post, updated at 
5.17 pm. “HYDRAA does not demolish 
homes of the poor or middle-class people. 
The public should be aware and not be- 
lieve false propaganda. HYDRAA’s juris- 
diction extends only up to the Outer Ring 
Road,” he said. “Not only in the city but 
across the State, and even in other States, 
demolitions are being attributed to HY- 
DRAA on social media, causing unneces- 
sary fear among people. Not all demoli- 
tions are conducted by HYDRAA. The 
public and social media should recognise 
this,” Ranganath posted, stating that HY- 
DRAA was focused on protecting natural 
resources, safeguarding lakes, ponds. 
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Residents protest the government's decision to raze their homes for the project, 
at Hyderguda in Rajendranagar on Monday. 


KTR calls for 
unity among 
residents 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BRS working president KT Rama Rao 
called for unity among residents of the 
Musi river neighbourhood areas to re- 
sist the Congress-led government’s 
controversial Musi Riverfront Devel- 
opment Project. He said the govern- 
ment was planning large-scale demoli- 
tions to benefit private developers. 

“We can only fight this government if 
we stand united. If one person faces an 
issue, everyone must come together,” 
he said, addressing gatherings in differ- 
ent residential areas of Hyderguda and 
Kishanbagh in the Rajendranagar con- 
stituency on Monday. 

Rama Rao raised concerns over the 
government’s plan to target 18,000 
homes. “We will not allow a single 
house to be demolished. Is Congress 
planning to destroy homes to build 
malls?” he asked, stating that the BRS 
would stand by the victims and its legal 
cell would take up the issue in the 
Supreme Court, if needed, to ensure 
them justice. He also took a direct swipe 
at CM A Revanth Reddy, labelling him 
unfit and inept, while stating that his 
government was targeting public prop- 
erty worth Rs 1,000 crore in Hyderguda 
alone. “The way people are venting out 
their anger against Revanth Reddy on 
social media shows his credibility is 
sinking,” he said, adding that Hyder- 
abad never faced any flooding issues 
arising from the Musi from 1920 to 
2020, the last time when an unprece- 
dented downpour caused problems. 

He called out the hypocrisy of the 
Congress, highlighting that the same 
party that approved and registered 
properties was now demolishing them. 
Drawing a contrast with previous Con- 
gress regimes, he said during the Con- 
gress rule, Hyderabad used to see fre- 
quent curfews. “After KCR became CM, 
the city flourished without a single cur- 
few. With the Congress back in power, 
the city is again witnessing unrest.” 


Internal trouble festers in Congress 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The outburst of a few Congress 
leaders, right from working 


Demolitions worry party high command? 


In addition to HYDRAA, the 
decision to impose markings on 
houses in different areas along- 
side the Musi river has also not 
gone down well within the 


president T Jagga Reddy to 
Khairatabad MLA Danam Na- 
gender, over the HYDRAA 
demolitions and eviction in the 
name of the Musi riverfront 
project could be just the tip of 
the iceberg, with party sources 
revealing that quite a few Minis- 
ters and senior leaders were un- 
happy with the way Chief Min- 
ister A Revanth Reddy was 
handling the issue. 

Many are worried about the 
negative publicity that the party 
is getting ever since HYDRAA 
was launched and are express- 
ing concern over how this 
would affect the party in the 
forthcoming local body polls. 

Ever since HYDRAA com- 
menced demolitions in different 
areas, there has been strong crit- 
icism over the way people were 
being subjected to agony. With 
the affected public, too, venting 
their ire openly against the 


HYDERABAD: The widespread 
opposition to Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy’s HYDRAA 
demolition drive appears to be 
echoing in faraway Delhi as 
well. Speculation is rife that 
the Congress high command 
has expressed concern over 
the adverse impact of HY- 
DRAA demolitions and mark- 
ings to houses along Musi on 


party, with even women sparing 
no words in castigating Revanth 
Reddy, Congress leaders are 
facing tough times in their areas. 

Nagender found fault with the 
way the poor and middle class 
were subjected to inconven- 
ience and being pushed into 
misery. He also said the poor liv- 
ing in basthis should be spared 
and that he would take up the 
issue with Revanth Reddy. Ear- 
lier, former union Minister and 


the party’s prospects. With 
Revanth Reddy scheduled to 
leave for New Delhi late on 
Monday evening, many are 
putting two and two together 
and wondering whether he 
has been summoned over the 
HYDRAA issue, especially 
after the Telangana High 
Court came down heavily on 
HYDRAA on Monday. 


Congress leader MM Pallam 
Raju, too, expressed anguish 
over the demolition of the ORO 
Sports Village near Osman 
Sagar, pointing out that the dem- 
olition of his brother Anand’s 
sports venture was carried out 
without notice and considera- 
tion of prior permissions. He 
said he was feeling the pain of 
the vilification of a clean record 
of three generations of public 
life. Similar opinion has been 


Though party leaders claim 
that the high command had 
summoned the Chief Minister 
to discuss filling up of nomi- 
nated posts and other issues, 
there are many within the 
party who believe that the 
visit could be to brief the high 
command about the ongoing 
disturbances in the city over 
the HYDRAA demolitions. 


expressed by a few Ministers 
and senior leaders in the party. 
Save for a few Ministers, others 
are maintaining a strategic si- 
lence on the issue and staying 
away from the entire episode. 
“The intention behind establish- 
ing HYDRAA is welcomed. But 
the way things are being exe- 
cuted, it is presenting the gov- 
ernment in poor light. This can- 
not continue for long,” a senior 
leader from the party said. 


party. Even before the DPR of 
the Musi riverfront project was 
finalised, the urgency in execut- 
ing the project has come under 
the scanner. A few Ministers are 
also not convinced with the way 
the State leadership was taking 
unilateral decisions in a few as- 
pects without taking all leaders 
into confidence. 

The issue of demolitions is 
not limited to Hyderabad. Off- 
cials in different districts are 
conducting surveys in many 
areas and it may be recalled that 
about 75 houses were razed at 
Christianpally in Mahabubnagar 
last month. 

“Panchayat elections are due 
in a couple of months, followed 
by municipal elections. The 
demolitions have instilled fear 
among the people and in such a 
situation, how we can approach 
them for votes?” asked another 
leader from Gandhi Bhavan. 


HC says HYDRAA terrorising people, questions weekend demolitions 


LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 
Hyderabad 


The Telangana High Court 
on Monday disapproved of 
the actions of the Ameenpur 
tahsildar and HYDRAA at 
demolishing sites without 
following the due process of 
law. Mincing no words, Jus- 
tice K Lakshman said the 
court was not happy with 
HYDRAA. He also said the 
agency was terrorising the 
people, deviating from what 
was stipulated in GO Ms 99 
as functions of HYDRAA, 
and asked both the officials 
not to commit illegal activi- 
ties for pleasing their politi- 
cal and executive bosses. 
“While we appreciate the 
intent of the HYDRAA in 
demolishing illegal struc- 
tures, we do not appreciate 
the manner in which demo- 
litions are carried out in vio- 


lation of the procedure. We 
would appreciate if the GO 
99 was applied in strict 
sense. That is how HY- 
DRAA has to gain the confi- 
dence of the people, but in- 
stead you are terrorising the 
people,” the Judge com- 
mented, observing that 
while GO 99 provided for 
various functions including 
disaster management and 
traffic control, the present 
HYDRAA had done nothing 
else but demolitions. 

“This court is not against 
demolitions. In fact, this 
court has ordered demoli- 
tions where private parties 
were acting in contraven- 
tion of law,” the judge said, 
wondering how the authori- 
ties could proceed with 
demolitions on Sundays or 
holidays despite clear judge- 
ments from the Telangana 
High Court and Supreme 


Court against doing so. The 
judge pointedly questioned 
HYDRAA Commissioner 
AV Ranganath and the 
Ameenpur tahsildar if they 
were aware of the law and 
judgements on demolitions. 

“The Stamps and Regis- 
tration Department enter- 
tains the registrations, the 
authorities concerned pro- 
vide clearances, the munici- 
pal authorities collect fees 
and grant construction per- 
mit — every department 
wants to generate revenue, 
but on the other hand you 
demolish such structures 
without following due 
process of law,” said the 
judge, reprimanding the two 
officials. 

“What is the fate of a bona 
fide purchaser or acommon 
man who buys property, 
have you ever considered?” 
the Judge asked Ranganath, 


Mincing no words, Justice K Lakshman 
says HC not happy with HYDRAA, agency 


deviating from what 
GO Ms 99 as its func 


stating that he was made 
aware by some counsels that 
Ranganath was talking about 
the fundamental rights and 
right to life and liberty under 
Article 21 of the Constitution 
in the media. “But what 
about the right of the citi- 
zens who have purchased 
properties after confirming 
all the permissions?” he 
asked, adding that he could 
see that the law was applied 
discriminatorily. 

Justice Lakshman also 
quizzed Ranganath, who ap- 
peared virtually, and the tah- 
sildar, who was present in 
the court physically, for 


was stipulated in 
tions 


about an hour. He pointedly 
questioned the violations 
committed by them in going 
ahead with demolitions in 
the writ petitions filed by 
Ganesh Constructions and 
others. The judge repri- 
manded the tahsildar for 
passing an order on Septem- 
ber 20 serving the same on 
the petitioner the next day at 
6.30 pm and going ahead 
with demolition on Septem- 
ber 22 at 7.30 am. 

While the speaking order 
of the tahsildar gave 48 
hours for demolition, the 
same was also violated, the 
judge noted, also observing 


that the tahsildar did not 
even consider or refer the 
representations and expla- 
nations given by the peti- 
tioners in her speaking order 
and termed the action of the 
tahsildar as “vindictive ac- 
tion”. 

The judge also questioned 
the role of HYDRAA in the 
illegal action. Ranganath ex- 
plained that they had only 
supplied men and machin- 
ery at the request of the tah- 
sildar. The judge wondered 
if the Commissioner could 
provide men and machinery 
without verifying the legal- 
ity of a decision, moreover 
on a Sunday when demoli- 
tions should not be carried 
out. 

“Will you blindly provide 
men and machinery to the 
Charminar tahsildar for de- 
molishing the Telangana 
High Court without verify- 


ing the legality of the tahsil- 
dar’s decision?” he asked. 
The judge went on to 
question the tahsildar and 
Ranganath on what was the 
hurry in carrying out demo- 
litions on a Sunday by vio- 
lating procedure to be fol- 
lowed at every step. He 
suggested both officials not 
to commit any illegal activ- 
ity for “pleasing their politi- 
cal bosses and executive 
bosses”, stating that this was 
not the way to protect gov- 
ernment land and that this 
manner of demolitions 
would put innocent people 
to suffering. The judge also 
warned both the officials 
that such illegal activities 
would land them in trouble. 
Further, the judge wanted 
to know from Ranganath 
what action was forthcom- 
ing towards the alleged Musi 
encroachments. However, 


Ranganath had no plan of ac- 
tion readily available for the 
same. In another batch of ur- 
gent cases moved by way of 
lunch motion, the judge di- 
rected that no demolitions 
should be carried out 
without following legal 
procedure. 

Government Pleader for 
Revenue, Muralidhar 
Reddy, informed the court 
that the representations of 
the petitioners were not 
placed in the file leading to 
the present illegality. The 
judge then directed the tah- 
sildar and HYDRAA to sub- 
mit their response in a de- 
tailed counter for further 
consideration. The judge di- 
rected that status quo be 
maintained by both parties 
till further orders from the 
court and scheduled the fur- 
ther hearing of case for 
October 15. 
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‘RB-X’ on 
Secretariat 


Protesting the selec- 
tive action of the State 
government, social ac- 
tivist Bakka Judson, 
who was earlier affili- 
ated to the Congress 
and expelled from the 
party, posted ‘RB-X’ 
markings on the Secre- 
tariat and GHMC head 
office. For the last few 
days, different depart- 
ments were imposing 
‘RB-X’ markings on 
houses, citing that the 
structures were in the 
riverbed limits of Musi. 
Judson posted charged 
that the Secretariat 
and GHMC head office 
were in Hussain Sagar 
buffer zone. 


News from 


oe 


Harish slams govt for 
ignoring auto drivers 


STATE BUREAU 
SIDDIPET 


Former Minister T Harish 
Rao said Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy was claim- 
ing that he would take up the 
Musi riverfront project with 
Rs 1.50 lakh crore even while 
auto drivers in the State 
were pleading for a relief of 
Rs 10,000 after the govern- 
ment’s decision to introduce 
free RTC travel services for 
women pushed them into a 
financial crisis. 

Addressing the Siddipet 
Auto Credit Cooperative 
Society meeting on Monday, 
the former Minister said 56 
drivers died due to various 
reasons since the Congress 
came to power in Telan- 
gana. He demanded an ex 
gratia of Rs 5 lakh for the 
families of each of the driv- 
ers who died. The Congress 
had promised Rs 12,000 per 


- [<9 


Former Minister T Harish Rao presenting Rs 2 lakh insurance 
cover to the family of an auto driver in Siddipet on Monday. 


driver but ignored the 
promise later, he said, 
adding that the drivers were 
finding it difficult to pay 
their EMI as their income 
dropped drastically. 
Meanwhile, the govern- 
ment was aiming to demol- 
ish some 25,000 houses 
along the Musi, rendering 
thousands homeless. Even 
after watching moving tales 


of these households, Re- 
vanth Reddy was sticking to 
his decision. Stating that Re- 
vanth had built nothing so 
far after coming to power, 
except for demolishing poor 
people’s homes, Harish said 
the Congress failed to fulfil 
its poll promises. On the 
auto credit cooperative so- 
ciety, Harish said it gave 
loans to the tune of Rs 2.10 


crore so far, besides provid- 
ing Rs 2 lakh insurance 
cover to all drivers in the 
town. He said 26 drivers’ 
families benefited from this. 


Serves notice to Cong MP 
Harish served legal notices 
to Congress Rajya Sabha MP 
Anil Kumar Yadav for cast- 
ing baseless allegations and 
demanded public apology. 
The MP on X posted that 
Harish had a share in a pri- 
vate convention  con- 
structed in the FTL of Hi- 
mayathsagar. Harish said: 
“To divert people’s atten- 
tion from the rising opposi- 
tion against the government, 
Congress leaders could 
stoop to saying that I might 
own a share in Golconda 
fort and Charminar as well.” 
He warned the MP to be 
prepared for a defamation 
suit if a public apology was 
not issued. 


BJP accuses 
Revanth govt 
of betraying 
farmers 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The BJP accused the Con- 
gress government in the 
State of betraying farmers 
in the name of crop loan 
waiver and other promises. 
BJP MPs and MLAs held 
a 24-hour protest to force 
the State government to 
fulfil the promises made to 
the farming community, 
especially the crop loan 
waiver scheme, at Dharna 
Chowk, Indira Park, on 
Monday. The party has re- 
solved to stand by farmers 
in ensuring they get justice. 
Nizamabad MP Dharma- 
puri Arvind accused the 
Congress of deceiving 
farmers by not implement- 
ing the crop loan waiver 
fully and delaying the im- 
plementation of other 
promises. The loan waiver 
promise was a key compo- 
nent of Congress’ ‘Waran- 
gal Rythu Declaration’, but 
did not provide it to all 
farmers, he alleged. 


Cong workers bid 
to attack BRS HQ 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


An attempt by Congress 
workers to attack Telan- 
gana Bhavan, the headquar- 
ters of the BRS, and burn an 
efigy on Monday was 
foiled by BRS workers. 

Accusing the BRS of 
posting objectionable posts 
on social media, Congress 
workers, especially follow- 
ers of Forest Minister 
Konda Surekha, reached 
Telangana Bhavan in the af- 
ternoon, raised slogans and 
tried to burn the effigy of 
BRS chief K  Chan- 
drashekhar Rao. 

As BRS working presi- 
dent KT Rama Rao’s press 
meet was scheduled at the 
office, many BRS leaders ar- 
rived at the venue. As Con- 
gress workers were raising 
slogans and tried to burn 
the effigy, the BRS workers 
stopped them and de- 
manded that they stage 
their protest elsewhere in 
the city. Refusing to heed 
them, the Congress work- 


ers continued the sloga- 
neering and tried to barge 
into BRS office. Tempers 
ran high and heated argu- 
ments occurred between 
the Congress and BRS 
workers at the main gate. 

As the Congress workers 
continued to argue and 
abuse them, the BRS work- 
ers warned them to leave. 
Police reached the spot, dis- 
persed both sides and con- 
trolled the situation. 

Meanwhile, BRS MLA T 
Harish Rao condemned the 
posts over Konda Surekha 
on social media and said re- 
specting women was the re- 
sponsibility of all individu- 
als. “In this issue, neither 
the Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
party nor me, will tolerate 
such incidents. Along with 
Konda Surekha, I too am 
worried over the inconven- 
ience caused to her,” Harish 
Rao said on X. 

Condemning the misbe- 
haviour on social media 
platforms, he appealed to 
all to act responsibly on so- 
cial media. 
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Chinks in 
regulatory system 


ndia’s hard-earned reputation as a global pharma 

hub has taken a hit in recent times. The twin 

tragedies in Gambia and Uzbekistan last year, where 

the adulterated cough syrup supplied by Indian 
pharma companies was linked to the death of nearly 90 
children, caused severe embarrassment. The unfortunate 
developments raised questions over the efficacy of the 
country’s regulatory mechanism and prompted calls fora 
systemic overhaul. The latest instance of the drug regula- 
tor flagging over 50 widely used drugs as substandard or 
counterfeit comes as a big blow to the credibility of an in- 
dustry responsible for supplying a substantial portion of 
the global pharmaceutical market. Among the drugs 
found to be of poor quality are popular brands of 
antacids, paracetamols, painkillers, antibiotics, vitamins 
and anti-diabetic drugs, which form an integral part of 
everyday medical care in India. The findings by the Cen- 
tral Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) un- 
derscore deeper concerns within the drug regulation and 
manufacturing framework. They raise questions about 
the robustness of India’s quality control processes, both 
at the manufacturing and regulatory levels. While India 
has earned global recognition 
for producing affordable medi- 
cines, incidents such as these 
highlight gaps in the system that 
must be addressed. India’s drug 
regulation is governed by the 
Drugs and Cosmetics Act of 
1940, which is outdated and in- 
adequate to deal with the com- 
plexities and challenges of the 
modern pharma market. The 
Act does not cover many as- 
pects such as clinical trials, bioequivalence studies and 
good manufacturing practices that are essential for en- 
suring the quality and safety of drugs. 

Moreover, the enforcement of the Act is weak and 
fragmented, as it involves multiple authorities at the 
central and State levels, with overlapping jurisdictions 
and responsibilities. One of the serious challenges is the 
presence of counterfeit or spurious drugs in the market, 
which not only endangers the health of consumers but 
also erodes trust in the entire supply chain. More rigor- 
ous oversight is required to ensure that substandard 
drugs do not reach the market in the first place. The fact 
that major pharmaceutical companies have themselves 
alerted the regulator about counterfeit batches indi- 
cates a systemic problem that affects both manufactur- 
ers and consumers. Greater cooperation between regu- 
latory bodies, manufacturers and distributors is 
essential. At present, there are 38 drug regulators — one 
for each State and union Territory, in addition to the na- 
tional regulator — CDSCO. Each of them has its own 
network of laboratories, inspectors and jurisdiction. As 
a result, they operate in silos, making the whole system 
opaque. Under the present setup, if violations are found 
in the functioning of a drug company in a State, such in- 
formation will not be shared with the drug regulators of 
other States or with the CDSCO. This renders the regu- 
latory mechanism ineffective. For a country whose 
pharmaceutical industry has a larger global profile, this 
is not a desirable situation. 


The Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act 
of 1940 is 
inadequate to 


deal with the 
complexities 
of modern 
pharma market 
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G6 Last coal-fired This is the condition of Whatever statistical 
plant's closure PM's constituency. jugglery they engage in, 
marks the end of an era Don't make the mistake the truth remains: 
and workers can be of considering the road India's unemployment 
rightly proud of their as a garbage dump. Is rate today is the highest 
work powering our this ‘Swachh Bharat’? it has been in 45 years, 
country for over 140 yrs. Neither did Banaras with unemployment rate 
We owe generations a become Kyoto, nor is tt for graduate 
debt of gratitude what it used to be youth at 42% 69 
MICHAEL SHANKS AKHILESH YADAV JAIRAM RAMESH 
UK Energy Minister SP chief Congress general secretary 


Challenges with Wagqf Bill 


It’s a difficult 
balance between 
religious autonomy 
and the need for 
greater control in 
the management 
of public assets 


JS IFTHEKHAR 


he Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 

2024, has become a major 

challenge for the Modi gov- 

ernment, sparking wide- 
spread controversy. The proposed 
amendments have not only provoked 
opposition parties but also galvanised 
Muslim bodies, who view the Bill as an 
overreach into the religious and com- 
munity affairs of Muslims. This reac- 
tion has highlighted the complexities of 
governance in a diverse, multi-reli- 
gious society, particularly in a coalition 
government setting where consensus is 
often hard to achieve. 

Muslim organisations argue that the 
Bill is part of a broader pattern of gov- 
ernment policies — such as the triple 
talaq legislation and discussions around 
the Uniform Civil Code — that seem to 
target Muslim practices. Many feel 
these policies are undermining their re- 
ligious autonomy and fueling resent- 
ment within the community. The pro- 
posed amendments to the Wagf Act are 
seen as the latest in this series, deepen- 
ing the distrust between the govern- 
ment and Muslim groups. Critics argue 
that the government is intruding into 
religious matters and taking control of 
properties dedicated to pious and chari- 
table purposes under Islamic law. 


Complicating the Debate 

The confusion surrounding wagf itself 
further complicates the debate. Waqf 
refers to the permanent dedication of 
property, either movable or immov- 
able, by an individual for religious or 
charitable purposes under Muslim law. 
However, there is a sense of mystery 
around how these properties and the 
Wadf Boards function. Despite being 
governed by laws like the Waqf Act of 
1995, the functioning of Waqf Boards is 
often opaque, with reports of misman- 
agement and misuse of properties 
being common. 


The government’s move to amend 
the Wakf Act has ignited an unprece- 
dented response from the Muslim com- 
munity. Across the country, Muslims 
are signing petitions and raising their 
voices in opposition to the controver- 
sial Wagf (Amendment) Bill, 2024. No- 
tices against the Bill are being put up in 
mosques, reflecting the widespread 
concern that the proposed changes are 
an intrusion into the religious affairs of 
Muslims. 

However, amid this strong opposi- 
tion, there is also a growing recogni- 
tion within the community that Waqf 
Boards have fallen short of the trust 
placed in them. Over the years, several 
instances of mismanagement, illegal 
sales and alienation of valuable waqf 
lands have come to light. Waqf proper- 
ties, which are meant to be endow- 
ments dedicated to God for the socio- 
economic uplift of the community, 
have often been leased to vested inter- 
ests, eroding the very purpose they 
were intended to serve. 


No Secret 

The inefficiencies within Waqf Boards 
are no secret. There has been little ef- 
fort to strengthen the infrastructure of 
these Boards or to recruit sufficient and 
capable staff to manage the vast and 
complex assets under their control. De- 
spite their importance, Waqf Boards 
across India continue to operate with a 
lack of transparency and accountability. 

At the same time, both Central and 
State governments have been cautious 
in their approach, avoiding direct in- 
volvement in wagf affairs out of fear 
that any intervention could be seen as 
meddling in Muslim religious matters. 
This reluctance has allowed issues 
within Wagf Boards to persist 
unchecked. 

While wagf properties are religious 
endowments, they are governed by the 
Wagdf Act of 1954, which establishes the 
legal framework for their management. 
The current debate over the amend- 
ment reflects the difficult balance be- 


tween religious autonomy and the need 
for greater control in the management 


of public assets. 


Unlike the Hindu Endowment De- 
partment, Waqf Boards are not vested 
with judicial powers to take immediate 
and decisive action against encroach- 
ments, illegal sales or mismanagement 
of properties. This lack of judicial au- 
thority has severely hampered the 
Boards’ ability to protect waqf assets 
and address violations effectively. 
Without the power to independently 
initiate legal proceedings or evict en- 
croachers swiftly, Waqf Boards often 
find themselves entangled in bureau- 
cratic red tape, leading to delays and 
the unchecked exploitation of valuable 


properties. 


Another major shortcoming is the 
absence of senior-level bureaucratic 
leadership, such as an IAS officer, at the 
helm of Waqf Boards. The presence of 
an IAS officer, known for their adminis- 
trative experience and accountability, 
could significantly improve the effi- 
ciency and transparency of waqf ad- 
ministration. In contrast, Waqf Boards 
often suffer from poor management, in- 
adequate staff and lack of professional 
supervision, contributing to a culture 
of mismanagement and corruption. 

While the intent of waqf is to serve 
religious, charitable and socio-eco- 
nomic purposes, its potential remains 
largely untapped due to administrative 
inefficiencies. The lack of swift action 
in cases of encroachment and the im- 
proper leasing or sale of waqf lands has 
only deepened the frustration within 


Introducing judicial 
powers and appointing 
high-ranking officers 
would ensure that Waaf 


properties are 


managed responsibly 


the Muslim community. Reforming the 
structure of Waqf Boards by introduc- 
ing judicial powers and appointing 
competent, high-ranking officers could 
be crucial steps toward ensuring that 
wadf properties are managed responsi- 
bly. This would also help restore the 
trust of the community and fulfil the 
original purpose of waqf as a tool for 
social welfare. 


Several Amendments 

The Wagf Act, introduced in 1954 by 
the Jawaharlal Nehru government, has 
undergone several amendments over 
the years — in 1964, 1984, 1995, and 
most recently in 2013. These changes 
were intended to address concerns 
from scholars, religious leaders and the 
broader Muslim community, with the 
overarching goal of ensuring the effec- 
tive and transparent management of 
wadf properties. Each amendment 
sought to improve governance, stream- 
line administration, and protect the 
vast assets dedicated to religious and 
charitable purposes under Islamic law. 
However, despite these noble inten- 
tions, the ground reality has often 
fallen short. As a result, the guardians 
have turned predators. 

The 44-odd amendments proposed 
have sparked significant controversy, 
particularly the proposal to include 
non-Muslim members in the Central 
Wagf Council and State Wagqf Boards. 
This move has been met with strong 
opposition from several Muslim lead- 
ers who feel it would undermine the re- 
ligious sanctity and autonomy of the 
Wadf Boards. 

As the debate continues, the Modi 
government finds itself in a delicate po- 
sition, balancing the need for trans- 
parency in the waqf administration 
with the growing demands from the 
Muslim community to respect religious 
autonomy. The outcome of this legisla- 
tive battle could have lasting political 
and social implications. 


(The author is a senior journalist) 


ing and celebrating rivers 
cannot be overstated. It is 
every citizen’s responsibility 


Letters to the 


Editor 
Celebrate rivers 


Though rivers are national 
assets, there is little 
awareness about ways to 
preserve their purity and 
utility. Besides being indis- 
pensable for day-to-day 
use, including agricultural 
purposes, they serve as a 
great inland mode of trans- 
portation that can bolster 
trade and commerce. 
World Rivers Day, which 
was observed on Septem- 
ber 22, aims at spreading 
awareness about the role 
played by rivers in sustain- 
ing life on. Only about 10% 
of the river basins are pro- 
tected. Dams, encroach- 
ments and deforestation 
have threatened their very 
existence. Therefore, sav- 


to keep the nation’s rivers 
clean and pollution-free. 
Rivers, ecosystems and soci- 
ety are interlinked to repre- 
sent the “waterways of life”. 
GANAPATHI BHAT, 
Akola 


Criminal laws 


The government keeps 
proposing various schemes 
and laws. Swachh Bharat 
was proposed on Oct 2, 
2014. Still, cleanliness is far 
away. The new criminal laws 
came into effect from July 1, 
2024. But rape cases are 
continuing. Now POCSO is in 
the news. When criminal 
laws are used in letter and 
spirit, the crime rate will 
come down. 

G MURALI MOHAN RAO, 


Secunderabad 


Write to us at letters@telanganatoday.com 
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NottOna at fyjs 
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@ Financial Times 


Making women safer 


As part of his Viksit Bharat strategy, Prime Minister Modi 
has said he wants India to have an economy worth $30tn 
by 2047, the centenary of its independence. But the na- 
tion currently employs only about a third of its women. 


@ Gulf News 


Export curbs on non-basmati eased 


India loosened restr 


ictions on some rice exports, a move 


that may ease global prices and signal a shift in domestic 


agricultural policies 


. The government cut the tax on par- 


boiled rice shipments to 10 per cent from 20 per cent. 


m BBC 


Diamond capital feels war impact 


Nikunj Tank, a worker in the world’s diamond polishing 
capital Surat in western India, had been desperate since 
losing his job in May. The unit he worked at for seven 
years closed down. Tank died by suicide in August. 
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LUCKNOW 
Anti-lsrael 
protest held 
V 


Hundreds of people 
held a protest in the old 
city area here against 
the killing of Hezbollah 
chief Hassan Nasrallah 
in Israeli airstrikes. The 
call for the protest was 
given by Shia cleric 
Maulana Kalbe Jawad 
who also declared a 
three-day mourning 
starting Sunday follow- 
ing Nasrallah's death. 
He asked people to 
hoist black flags atop 
their houses. 


AMARAVATI 
VRA killed 
in AP blast 
Aw 


A Village Revenue As- 
sistant died on late 
Sunday after an explo- 
sive device placed 
under his cot exploded 
in Andhra Pradesh’s 
YSR Kadapa district. 
Narasimha was sleep- 
ing in the courtyard of 
his house when the 
bomb with a detonator 
placed underneath his 
cot went off. He died 
instantaneously while 
his wife Subbalaksh- 
mamma was injured. 


News from 


NATION/STATE 


Final phase of Assembly 


om Clections in J&K today 


Over 20,000 polling staff deployed; polls to decide fate of 415 candidates 


PTI 
JAMMU 


Over 20,000 polling staff 
have been mobilised on 
Monday across seven dis- 
tricts of Jammu and Kashmir 
on the eve of third and final 
phase of Assembly elections 
which will decide the elec- 
toral fate of 415 candidates 
including two former 
Deputy Chief Ministers 
Tara Chand and Muzaffar 
Beig, officials said. 

The highlight of the vot- 
ing will be participation of 
west Pakistani refugees, 
Valmiki Samaj and Gorkha 
community who got the vot- 
ing rights in Assembly, 
urban local bodies and pan- 
chayat elections only after 
the abrogation of Article 
370. They have earlier voted 
in block development coun- 
cil and district development 
council polls in 2019 and 
2020 respectively. 

Over 39.18 lakh voters are 
eligible to exercise their 
franchise at 5,060 polling 
stations in this crucial phase, 
covering 40 Assembly seg- 
ments in Jammu, Udham- 
pur, Samba and Kathua in 
the Jammu region and Bara- 
mulla, Bandipora and Kup- 
wara in north Kashmir, on 
October 1. Additional Direc- 
tor General of Police 


Polling officials with EVMs and other election material 
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly elections, in Samba district of J&K, on Monday. — Photo: PTI 


(ADGP), Jammu _ zone, 
Anand Jain, said adequate 
security arrangements have 
been put in place in the poll- 
bound areas to ensure “ter- 


ror-free and peaceful” 
polling. Amid tight security 
arrangements, thousands of 
election staff along with poll 
material left their respective 


district headquarters this 
morning to take positions at 
their designated polling sta- 
tions by this evening. The 
voter turnout was robust in 


the earlier phases, with 61.38 
% recorded in the first phase 
on September 18 and 57.31 
per cent in the second phase 
on September 26. 


KTR demands Rahul, Priyanka 
apologise for Cong failures 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao on Monday de- 
manded that Congress lead- 
ers Rahul Gandhi and 
Priyanka Gandhi apologise 
over the Congress govern- 
ment’s inefficiency to imple- 
ment the party’s poll prom- 
ises. 

Inaseries of posts to X on 
Monday, Rama Rao stated 
that during the elections, 
Congress leaders gave full- 
page advertisements and 
signed affidavits on stamp 
papers, promising to imple- 
ment all their guarantees 
within 100 days. “Now, 300 
days have passed, and not a 
single Congress leader has 
answered the people. Will 
Rahul and Priyanka come 
from Delhi to apologise (as 
they campaigned and guar- 
anteed to deliver all prom- 
ises)?” he asked. 

The BRS working presi- 
dent also criticised the gov- 
ernment’s neglect of Hyder- 


66 


Now, 300 days 
have passed, and 
not a single 
Congress leader 
has answered the 
people 


— KT RAMA RAO, 
BRS working president 


abad’s infrastructure, urging 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy to prioritise the ex- 
isting city before planning 
future developments. Refer- 
ring to the deteriorating 
condition of the Manjeera 
Pipeline Road since Febru- 
ary this year, he stressed the 
urgent need for repairs to 
ensure public safety and im- 
prove infrastructure. 

“You can build future 
cities later. Why don’t you 
take care of the existing city 
first?” he remarked, pointing 


out the growing frustration 
among Hyderabad resi- 
dents. 

Rama Rao also lambasted 
the Chief Minister for ignor- 
ing deteriorating conditions 
in villages. “The Chief Min- 
ister is boarding and disem- 
barking flights for his Delhi 
tours, while villages are left 
struggling with a lack of 
funds,” he said, highlighting 
the dire situation in rural 
Telangana. 

He found fault with the 
State government for failing 
to release even basic funds 
mandated by the Finance 
Commission, leading to a 
deterioration in gram pan- 
chayat administration. “San- 
itation has collapsed, people 
are suffering from diseases, 
and there’s no diesel for 
tractors or wages for work- 
ers. For the past eight 
months, everything has 
been in chaos,” he observed. 

He further pointed out 
that villages, which were 
once thriving, were now ina 
State of penury. 


‘Modi govt 
belongs to 
industrialists’ 


Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Monday ac- 
cused the Modi govern- 
ment of working for indus- 
trialists, and claimed that 
money keeps flowing into 
the account of Gautam 
Adani “like a tsunami” 
while the common man 
struggles. 

He also asserted that the 
Congress will form a gov- 
ernment in Haryana and 
bring about a change. 

Addressing a rally in 
Naraingarh in Ambala dis- 
trict, he said the fight is be- 
tween the Congress and 
BJP and their ideologies. 

“On one hand justice 
and on the other hand in- 
justice”, he said. Rahul was 
joined by his sister 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
and senior Congress lead- 
ers from Haryana Bhupin- 
der Singh Hooda and Ku- 
mari Selja at the rally. 
Hitting out the BJP gov- 
ernment, he said it belongs 
to big industrialists. Pr 


Nalin Prabhat takes 
over as J&K Police chief 


SRINAGAR 


Highly decorated IPS offi- 
cer Nalin Prabhat took over 
as the Director General of 
Jammu and Kashmir Police 
on Monday, following the 
retirement of R R Swain. 
Prabhat, whose appoint- 
ment was announced by the 
Ministry of Home Affairs in 
August, received the baton 
from Swain during a simple 
ceremony at the police 
headquarters here. 
According to officials, 
Prabhat stated he would as- 
sume command from mid- 


night. Prabhat (55), a 1992- 
batch IPS officer of the 
Andhra Pradesh cadre, 
brings a wealth of experi- 
ence to his new role. 

His distinguished career 
is marked by numerous ac- 
colades, including three Po- 
lice Gallantry Medals and 
the Parakram Padak. 

Nalin Prabhat is known 
for his extensive back- 
ground in counter-insur- 
gency operations, having 
previously led the Grey- 
hounds, an elite anti-Naxal 
unit in Andhra Pradesh. pri 


SC flays WB govt 
for slow progress 
on CCTYVs, toilets 


Also reiterates ban on sharing 
victim’s identity in RG Kar case 


NEW DELHI 


The Supreme Court on 
Monday expressed dissatis- 
faction over “tardy” 
progress by West Bengal 
government in installation 
of CCTVs and construction 
of toilets and separate rest- 
ing rooms at medical facili- 
ties, and directed the State 
government to complete 
ongoing work by October 
15. The apex court was hear- 
ing a suo motu case related 
to the rape and murder of a 
postgraduate medic at the 
RG Kar Medical College 
and Hospital in Kolkata. 

The top court also reiter- 
ated its earlier order that no 
intermediary is allowed to 
publish the name and photo 
of the victim in the case. As 
the hearing commenced, 
advocate Vrinda Grover 
told a Bench of Chief Justice 
DY Chandrachud and Jus- 
tices JB Pardiwala and 
Manoj Misra that the par- 
ents of the deceased victim 
are disconcerted by re- 
peated clips in social media 
disclosing her name and 
photos. 

The court said it had al- 
ready passed an order on 
this issue and it was for the 
law enforcement agencies 
to implement the order. It 
clarified its earlier order and 
said it applies to all interme- 
diaries. The Bench noted 
that substantial leads have 
come up in the CBI investi- 
gation and it has given state- 
ments on both aspects — al- 
leged rape and murder and 
the financial irregularities. 

During the hearing, the 
apex court asked Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta, ap- 
pearing for CBI, who are the 
people under probe still em- 
ployed in RG Kar Hospital 
against whom financial ir- 
regularities are alleged and 
asked it to share the infor- 
mation with the state gov- 
ernment for appropriate ac- 
tion. 

Expressing dissatisfac- 
tion over progress by West 
Bengal govt in installation 
of CCTVs, construction of 
toilets and separate resting 
rooms, the apex court said it 
was “tardy”. On the issue of 


SC comes to 
rescue of 
Dalit youth 


NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court came to 
rescue of a Dalit youth, 
who had lost his seat in 
IIT Dhanbad after miss- 
ing the deadline to de- 
posit a fee, by asking the 
institute to admit him to 
BTech course. The court 
used its extraordinary 
powers under Article 
142 of the Constitution 
in asking the college to 
admit Atul Kumar into 
its Electrical Engineer- 
ing BTech course. pri 


Seeks 
response from 
Assam govt 


NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on Mon- 
day sought the re- 
sponses of the Assam 
government and others 
ona plea seeking initia- 
tion of contempt pro- 
ceedings for the alleged 
violation of apex court’s 
order that had said 
there shall be no demo- 
lition of properties 
across the country 
without its permission. 
A Bench of Justices BR 
Gavai and KV 
Viswanathan also asked 
the parties to maintain 
status quo in matter. pri 


doctors’ protest, the West 
Bengal government told the 
Bench that resident doctors 
are not performing inpa- 
tient department and outpa- 
tient department work. The 
submission was opposed by 
senior advocate Indira Jais- 
ing, appearing for resident 
doctors, who said they are 
performing all essential and 
emergency services. 

The top court directed 
Mehta to submit a report on 
progress of National Task 
Force and posted the hear- 
ing in the rape-murder case 
to October 14. er 


Conmen dupe trader using ‘Anupam Kher notes’ 


AHMEDABAD 


In a plot twist that could be 
the envy of even Bollywood, 
a bullion trader was duped 
of 2.1 kgs of gold after 
unidentified con men 
handed over counterfeit 
currency featuring the face 
of noted actor Anupam 


Kher. The transaction at the 
end left a local bullion 
trader, Mehul Thakkar, high 
and dry and duped of 2.1 kgs 
of gold. Thakkar filed a com- 
plaint with the Navrangpura 
police station, detailing how 
he was tricked into accept- 
ing 26 bundles of counterfeit 
Rs 500 notes. The fake cur- 


rency, which hilariously 
bore the misspelled label 
“Resole Bank of India,” was 
presented to his staff in ex- 
change for 2.1 kgs of gold on 
September 24. 

The saga began when 
Thakkar, a gold dealer with 
a penchant for shiny things, 
received a call from 


Prashant Patel, the manager 
of a jewellery shop whom 
the bullion trader knew. 
Patel was eager to buy 2.1 
kgs of gold, and after some 
haggling, they settled on a 
price of Rs 1.60 crore. Little 
did Thakkar know, he was 
about to become the star of 
a real-life comedy. pti 


TG Police settle 
1.38 lakh cases 
in Lok Adalat 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Telangana Police dur- 
ing the recent National Lok 
Adalat settled 1,38,427 
cases. The cases included 
FIRs, Disaster Manage- 
ment Cases, E-Petty cases 
and Motor Vehicle Act 
cases. Dr Jitender, DGP 
said the success could be 
achieved through the 
seamless coordination be- 
tween the TG Cyber Secu- 
rity Bureau, All the Unit 
Officers and the judiciary. 

The top five units that 
performed exceptionally in 
the cases are Nizamabad - 
19.053, Hyderabad - 12,247, 
Suryapet - 11,178, Cyber- 
abad - 10,935 and 
Rachakonda - 9.823 cases. 
In addition, the TG Cyber 
Security Bureau facilitated 
refund of Rs. 27.2 crore to 
5,355 victims of cyber fraud. 
“Since February 2024, the 
TGCSB initiated refund of 
a total of Rs. 114.7 crores to 
11,868 victims of cyber 
frauds,” said the senior po- 
lice official. 


Power demand up due to unseasonal heat 


ANIL KUMAR 
Hyderabad 


The State is witnessing a 
sharp rise in the power de- 
mand over the last few days 
due to unusually high tem- 
peratures prevailing in the 
State this September. The 
intense heat has driven elec- 
tricity demand up to levels 
comparable with peak sum- 
mer months. 

On September 1, the 
State’s electricity demand 
was 7401 MW, with a con- 
sumption of 158.276 million 
units (MU). However, by 
mid-September, this surged 
to 15,570 MW, with con- 
sumption touching 299.448 
MU. The State’s record 
power demand of 15,623 MW 
was recorded on March 8, 
during the peak summer 
months and power demand 
touching 15,000 MW during 
September is very unusual. 

Last year the power de- 
mand during September 
was below 10,000 MW, but 
this year it is hovering be- 
tween 12,000 to 13,000 MW. 
The Southern Power Distri- 
bution Company of Telan- 
gana Limited (TGSPDCL) 


Usage likely to cross 10,000 MW 


HYDERABAD: The power 
demand under the South- 
ern Power Distribution 
Company of Telangana 
Limited(TGSPDCL) is likely 
to cross over 10,000 
megawatts during the on- 
going Kharif season. 
SPDCL Chairman and 
Managing Director 
Musharraf Ali Faruque, 
who held a review meet- 


witnessed an all-time High 
Power Demand of 9,910 MW 
on September 21. Last year’s 
peak demand was recorded 
at 9,862 MW on September 
20, 2023. This week’s aver- 
age power demand stood at 
9,317 MW, compared to 9,138 
Mw last year. The average 
consumption increased to 
190.29 million units from 
182.11 million units this Sep- 
tember compared to last 
year during the same period 
in the SPDCL jurisdiction. 
Officials attribute it to ex- 
tensive usage of agriculture 
pump sets during the ongo- 


ing with the Superinten- 
ding Engineers and Chief 
Engineers on Monday, 
said the maximum de- 
mand in Kharif season last 
year was 9862 MW in the 
SPDCL jurisdiction and 
this time it had reached 
9910 MW and that there 
was a need to ensure 
quality supply to agricul- 
ture sector. By the end of 


ing cultivation in the State 
and the increased air condi- 
tioner usage in households 
to beat the heat, which led to 
the overall spike in power 
consumption. The power 
consumption grew in Au- 
gust, September and Octo- 
ber, due to humid weather 
conditions, agriculture ac- 
tivities and also a pick-up in 
industrial activities ahead of 
the festive season. 


Why was September 
warmer 

The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) had pre- 


this season, the maximum 
demand was likely to be 
over 10,000 MW and the 
consumption was also 
likely to exceed 200 mil- 
lion units, he said. 

The highest demand in 
the State during the Kharif 
season last year was 
15,370 MW, whereas it 
was 15,570 MW on Sept 
20 this year, hea said. 


dicted warmer than normal 
maximum and minimum 
temperatures across most of 
the regions of the country, 
stating that September 
would be hot and humid 
with continuing extreme 
rainfall events. 

Experts noted that this 
was most likely related to 
the record heat of 2023-24 
and the widespread extreme 
weather patterns across the 
planet. In addition to the in- 
creased rainfall, September 
2024 also brought warmer- 
than-average temperatures 
to most parts of India. 


Revanth releases 
DSC results, says 
govt filled 1,062 posts 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy on Monday claimed 
that the State government 
had filled up nearly 65,000 
jobs within the first year 
after coming to power and 
was addressing issues 
being faced by unemployed 
youth. 

About 30,000 appoint- 
ment letters were given to 
the selected candidates 
within 30 days after coming 
to power, he said. Consid- 
ering the demands of job 
aspirants, the DSC was 
conducted after the TET 
exam, Revanth said after 
releasing the DSC 2024 re- 
sults here. 

Since issuing the notifi- 
cation, the State govern- 
ment has completed the re- 
cruitment of 11,062 
teachers in 55 days. Results 
were released in a 1:3 ratio 
and the appointments 


would be completed before 
Dasara. Appointment let- 
ters would be handed over 
to the selected candidates 
at LB Stadium on October 
9, the Chief Minister said. 


Next notification 

in February 

“As per the job calendar, 
the next notification is due 
in February. After the exer- 
cise to fill up the 11,062 
posts is done, a decision 
will be taken accordingly. 
Group I results will also be 
declared soon,” he said, 
adding that Integrated Res- 


idential Schools were 
being set up in 100 
constituencies. 


These schools would 
come up in 20 to 25 acres 
with an investment of Rs 
100 crore to Rs 125 crore 
each. Work on the inte- 
grated schools at Kodangal 
and Madhira constituen- 
cies was being taken up on 
a pilot basis, he said. 


TDP sticks to 
its stand on 
laddu row 


With the Supreme Court 
raising many questions to 
the party-led government 
in Andhra Pradesh over the 
Tirupati laddu_ contro- 
versy, the ruling TDP on 
Monday said it stands by 
what was said on the issue 
and that it was also ready 
for a ‘central’ probe al- 
though a State police’ SIT 
was probing the matter. 

Opposition YSRCP used 
the SC remarks to attack its 
rival, saying the ‘heinous’ 
publicity made over the 
laddu prasadam issue hurt 
the entire world. TDP lead- 
ers insisted that adulter- 
ated ghee was used in mak- 
ing the famous Tirupati 
laddus, as alleged by Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu recently. 

TDP spokesperson Pat- 
tabhi Ram Kommareddy 
said, “We stand by what- 
ever we have placed before 
the public. There is no 
going back..100 percent it 
(adulterated ghee) was 
used.” pti 


et 


TelanganaToday 


Tuesday 
October 1, 2024 


HYDERABAD 


08 


BENGALURU 
Pak family 
arrested 
V 


A Pakistani national 
was arrested along 
with his wife and two 
others who were al- 
legedly living illegally 
with fake identities for 
the past six years, po- 
lice said on Monday. 
His wife is from 
Bangladesh and they 
were earlier in Dhaka, 
where they got 
married. pti 


NATION 


News from 


Consider putting domicile 
rule in abeyance, SC to TG 


NEW DELHI 


The Supreme Court on Mon- 
day observed that Telangana 
has a “legitimate interest” in 
pressing for domicile certifi- 
cates in granting admissions 
in medical colleges even as it 
asked the State whether it can 
put at abeyance its domicile 
policy for the present aca- 
demic year. 

“We will keep this on 
Thursday. Just put all the stu- 
dents on notice and please 
apply mind to the social con- 
sequences and see if the rules 
can be implemented from 
next year,” a Bench compris- 
ing Chief Justice DY Chan- 
drachud and Justices JB Par- 
diwala and Manoj Misra 
asked senior advocate Gopal 


Says TG has legiti- 
mate interest in 
pressing for domi- 
cile certificates in 
granting admissions 
in medical colleges 


Sankaranarayanan, __repre- 
senting the State government. 

The SC was hearing an ap- 
peal of the State government 
against the Telangana HC 
verdict holding that the 
State’s permanent residents 
cannot be denied the benefit 
of admission in the medical 
colleges merely because they 
lived outside for the last four 
years and did not study in 


state schools in classes 9, 10, 
ll and 12. The State govern- 
ment, by the Telangana Med- 
ical and Dental Colleges Ad- 
mission (Admission into 
MBBS & BDS Courses) Rules, 
2017, as amended in 2024, 
mandated that only those stu- 
dents, who have studied for 
the last four years up to class 
12 in the State, will be entitled 
to admission in the medical 
and dental colleges under the 
state quota. 

At the outset, the Bench 
said the government had ear- 
lier made a concession that it 
would grant a one-time ex- 
ception to 135 students who 
had moved the HC seeking 
admissions in medical and 
dental colleges under the 85 
per cent state quota seats. pri 


CLASSIFIEDS 


I, Subbamma M/o No.2607362N 
Hav Ammati Venkata Subbaiah, 
R/o (V)-Kalasapadu, Yadava 
Street, (D)- Cuddapah, (S)-A.P.- 
516217, have changed my D.0O.B 
from 31-07-1956 to 01-01-1961, 
vide Affidavit Dt.30-9-2024, 


before Notary Public Sec-bad. 
[1T-12498] 


I, A Ramaiah F/o No.2607362N 
Hav Ammati Venkata Subbaiah, 
R/o (V)-Kalasapadu, Yadava 
Street, (D)- Cuddapah, (S)-A.P.- 
516217, have changed my D.O.B 
from 30-11-1951 to 01-01-1946, 
vide Affidavit Dt.30-9-2024, be- 


fore Notary Public Sec-bad. 
[1T-12498] 


CHANGE OF NAME 


|, Kasi Savariappan mathew Reddy, S/o 
K.C. Savariappan R/o Flat No 201, Vaish- 
navi Nivas, Shiva Enclave, Old Bowenpally, 
Hyd-500011. My Names Kasi Mathew 
and Kasi Savariappan mathew Reddy is 


one and the same for All Purposes. 
(1T-8268] 


I, Jyothi Paturi Alias Kadiyala Jyothi D/o 
Radhakrishna Murty Paturi W/o Kadiyalal 
Sunil Kumar R/o Flat No.L1403, Mont Blanc, 
SMR Vinay Iconia, Masjid Banda, Kondapur, 
Lingampalli, K.v. Rangareddy, Telangana- 
500019, have changed my name and shall 


hereafter be known as KADIYALA JYOTHI. 
(1T-8268] 


I, MASAMI, S/o: MA SATTAR, Student, 
R/o: 7-64/1, Sai Nagar Colony, Pedda 
Amberpet, AbdullapurMet, Ranga 
Reddy District-501505, Telangana shall 


henceforth be known as SAMI MAZEN 
[TT-PRASAD] 


|, BONGURAM RAJENDER REDDY, S/O 
BONGURAM BAPU REDDY H.No. 1-69, KODAN- 
DARAOPALLY , NARAYANARAOPET MANDAL, 
SIDDIPET District, 502107. Have changed my 
name to BONGURAM RAJENDAR REDDY S/0 


BONGURAM BAPU REDDY dated 30/09/2024 
(1T-331782] 


|, Harshita, W/O. Vishesh Mor R/O 102, 
Jyothi Abode, Kapadia Lane, Opp Amrit Apts, 
Somajiguda, Hyd, T.S-500082. Changed My 


Name As Harshita Mor, W/O. Vishesh Mor. 
(1T-8314] 


|, Ashok Sapna Jain D/O Ashok Kumar Jain R/O 4-81/8 Old 
New 4-97, Maruthi Nagar, N/R Hanuman Temple, Malkaj- 
giri, Hyd, Rachakonda, Medchal, T.S-500047. Changed My 


Name As Sapna Jain D/O Ashok Kumar Pincha. 
(1T-8314] 


|, Ashok Kumar Jain R/0 4-81/8 Old New 4-97 Maruthi 
Nagar, N/R Hanuman Temple, Malkajgiri, Hyd, 
Rachakonda, Medchal, T.S-500047. Changed My Name 


As Ashok Kumar Pincha S/0 Nemichand Pincha. 
(1T-8314] 


|, VANAMA SRI LATHA, W/o. Vanama Dinesh Kumar, 
R/o. Flat 3506, Sukhii-9 Apartment, Kousalya Colony, 
Bachupally, Medchal-Malkajgiri-500 090. Changed My 


Name as VANAMA SREELATHA for all purpose 
(1T-8314] 


|, VALLURUPALLI JOHANNA RESHMA CHOWDARY, W/o, Vanama 
Vanama Dharma Teja, R/o. Flat 3506, Sukhii-9 Apartment, Kousalya 
Colony, Bachupally, Medchal-Malkajgiri-500 090. Changed My 


Name as VANAMA RESHMA CHOWDARY for all purpose. 
(TT-8314] 


|, A Venkata Saikrishna S/o 
No.2607362N Hav Ammati Venkata Sub- 
baiah, R/o (V)-Kalasapadu, Yadava 
Street, (D)-Cuddapah, (S)-A.P.-516217, 
have changed my name from A Venkata 
Saikrishna to Ammati Venkata Saikr- 
ishna, vide Affidavit Dt.30-9-2024, 


before Notary Public Sec-bad 
[1T-12498] 


I, Subbamma M/o No.2607362N 
Hav Ammati Venkata Subbaiah, 
R/o (V) Kalasapadu, Yadava Street, 
(D)- Cuddapah, (S)-A.P.- 516217, 
have changed my name from Sub- 
bamma to Ambati Subbamma, 
vide Affidavit Dt.30-9-2024, 


before Notary Public Sec-bad 
[1T-12498] 


I, A Ramaiah F/o No.2607362N 
Hav Ammati Venkata Subbaiah, 
R/o (V)-Kalasapadu, Yadava Street, 
(D)- Cuddapah, (S)-A.P.-516217, 
have changed my name from 
ARamaiahto Ambati Ramaiah, 
vide Affidavit Dt.30-9-2024, 


before Notary Public Sec-bad. 
(TT-12498] 


1, PASHA MAIYA R/0.5-26-63, Rodamestry Nagar 
Bjhangir Basti R Road, Quthbullapur R.R. Dist 
T.S Changed My Name to MOHAMMED 


PASHA MIYA S/o. Mohammed Ahmed Miya 
[1T-8366] 


|, MOHAMMED GOUS PASHA R/o. 5-26-63, Ro- 
damestry Nagar B jhangir Basti G R Road, Quthbullapur 
RR.Dist T.S. Changed My Name to © MOHAMMED 


GHOUSE PASHA S/o. Mohammed Pasha Miya 
(1T-8366] 


I, ABDUL GAFFAR , R/o.H.No. 9-4- 
136/37/A, Jamali Kunta Tolichowki Hy- 
derabad TS. Changed My Name to SHAIK 


ABDUL GAFFAR S/o. Shaik Abdul Jabbar 
[1T-8366] 


|, KHAN SHAHNAWAZ R/0.H.No.4-10-43/1/3/10, 
New Jalal Baba Nagar 9 No.Rajendra Nagar, R.R 
Dist TS Changed My Name to MOHD SHAH- 


NAWAZ KHAN S/o. Mohammed Ghous Khan. 
(1T-8366] 


|, JUMILI VENKATESWARI RAO R/o, 3-37-MHK- 
BLOCK-01-2403, Q CITY ROAD, OPP VIHANGA, Gopana- 
pally, Cy'bad- R R-5000 46, TS Changed My Name to 


VENKATESWARA RAO JUMIILI S/o, JUMILISUBBA RAO 
[17-8366] 


1, GILLALA BHAGYAVATHI R/o.P. No.78, Road 
No.6, Shailajapuri Cly, Mansoorabad RCK-R.R Dist 
-500068, TS.Changedmynameto  LAVANYA 


ANUGU W/o. RAMANKRISHNA REDDY ANUGU 
[TT-8366] 


I. DOMMATA THIRUMALA R/o. 4-5-16/1, 
VENKANNA KUNTA JANGOAN Warangal Dist- 
506167 TS Changed My Name to CHALLA 


PUSHPALATHA. W/o. CHALLA NARSAIAH 
(1T-8366] 


|, PRIYA TIWANI ARYA R/o.HNo. 1-11-206/3, 
FNo.301, RANGAM RAAM ENCLACE Ambedkar 
Nagar Cly, Begumpet Hyd-16, TS. Changed My Name 


to VIDHI MERANI W/o. ASHISH KUMAR MERANI 
[1T-8366] 


|, BIB] ELOHE DASHTI R/o, 11-4-656/1, FNo-415, 
B'Block, Brindavan APTS Bazarghat Hyd -04, TS. 
Changed My Son Name From DEKHANI MIRZA AYAAN 


to AYAAN DEKHANI S/o. MANSOOR DEKHANI. 
(1T-8366] 


|, BIBI ELOHE DASHTI, R/o. 11-4-656/1, FNo-415, 
B'Block, Brindavan APTS Bazarghat Hyd-04, 
TS.Changed My Son Name From DEKHANI MIRZA 


ABBAS to ABBAS DEKHANI S/o. MANSOOR DEKHANI 
[1T-8366] 


|, PATTAMCHETTY PRAVEENA D/o. PATTAM- 
CHETTY GIRIDHAR R/o. FNo.201, Venkateshwara 
residency, LB Nagar, Hasmathpet, Old Bowen- 
pally Sec'bad-500011 T.S. Change My Name As 
TANJAVUR PAVAN PRAVEENA NAIDU W/o.TAN- 


JAVUR KUPPUSWAMY PAVAN KUMAR NAIDU. 
[17-8367] 


|, PAIDIPALLI VAISHALI VENKATPATHY D/o. 
PAIDIPALLI VENKATPATHY NARAYAN R/o. 
T-1-1C, Phool Bagh Cly, Ferozguda Sec'bad- 
500011, T.S. Change My Name As AMARAM 


VAISHALI W/o, AMARAM SHYLENDER KUMAR 
(1T-8367] 


ie 


Telangana Today 


= 8-2-603/1/78,9, 
Road No 10, Banjara Hills, 
Hyderabad - 34 


Email: 
t.todayadvt@gmail.com 


|, ARCHANA RAKESH GARG R/o.F.No.12A B'Block, 
Sri Ram Garden, Nr Suchitra Circle Kompally Hyd 
T.S. Changed My Minor Child Name From 


MOKSH GARG to MOKSH RAKESH GARG CHECK 
[17-8367] 


|, ARCHANA RAKESH GARG R/o.F.No.12 A B' 
Block, Sri Ram Garden, Nr Suchitra Circle, Kom- 
pally Hyd T.S. Changed My Minor Child Name From 


MANYA GARG to MANYA RAKESH GARG 
[17-8367] 


I, HAKEEMUDDIN HUSSAIN, S/o. Late. 
YOUNUS HUSSAIN, R/o. 20-2-630/1/1, BARA 
GALLI, Hussaini Alam, Hyd-500064, TS. 


Changed My Name to HAKEEMUDDIN. 
[17-8367] 


1, RIZWANA HAIDER ALI, W/o. HAKEEMUD- 
DIN, R/o. 20-2-630/1/1, BARA GALLI, Hus- 
saini Alam, Hyd-500064, TS. | have Changed 


My Name to RIZWANA HAKEEM. 
[17-8367] 


1, CHITALIA MAYURI MANOJ R/O TOWER 13, 
108, PRAJAY MEGA POLIS, KPHB-13, Cyb'bad - 
Medchal -500072, TS. Have changed my name 


as TANNA MAYURI HIREN W/o. TANNA HIREN. 
[1T-8368 


|, KOLLA USHA RANI R/o. C3, MANJEERA RESI- 
DENCY, HUDA Enclave, Journalist Cly, Jubilee hills, 
Hyd-500033, TS. Change my name as KOLLA USHA 


MOHAN W/o. KOLLA VARADARAJULU MOHAN RAO 
(17-8368 


|, Parveen Sultana W/o.Bondili Sasi Kiran 
Singh R/o. F.No.208, B'Block, Ranga Prasad Res- 
idency, Rail Vihar, Serilingampally, R R-019, TS. 
Changed My Son's name to ARMAAN SINGH, for 


all purposes from Armaan Mohammad Singh 
[TT-8368 


|, SOWMYA SIDDAGUNTA W/o SRIKANTH SID- 
DAGUNTA R/o D.NO 27-8-593, THREE FLAG 
CENTRE, NTR NAGAR, 2-BIT, NELLORE, 
ANDHRAPRADESH 524002 changed name as 
SOWMYA KARANAM VENKATA NAGA 


[1T-8369] 
|, Afroz R/o 9-5-35/B, Taramathi 
Baradari, Ibrahim Bagh, Golconda, Hyd.Ts 
Changed my name as Mohammed Afroz 
S/o Mohammed Rahmatuddin. 


[TT-8369 
I, MD NAZIYA W/o Mohd Hafiz Ullah 
Sharfi R/o. 10-5-391/54/38, Ahmed- 
nagar Syed Nagar, Hyd-28 has 
changed my name as NAZIA SHARFI. 


[TT-8369 
|, Syed Khaja Abid Pasha R/0 :18-8-245/B/90/A, 
Moin Bagh , Bandlaguda, Hyderabad Has Changed 
My Daughter's Name from SYEDA ASMA 
FAHMEEN to SYEDA MADIHA FATIMA 


[TT-8369 
I,OWAISE YOUSUF AHMED S/o. MOHAMMED 
YOUSUF UDDIN, H.No. 9-11-34/A/2, Qazi Galli, 
Golconda, Hyderabad T.S, Has Changed my 
name as OWAIS YOUSUF AHMED 


[TT-8369 
|, C.LAWRENCE S/o Shiv Shankar, R/o:18-13- 
6/90/F/1, Hashamabad, Chandrayangutta, 
Bandlaguda, Hyderabad. Has Changed My 
Name as CHAPALA LAWRENCE 


[TT-8369 
1, Boddam Divya W/o. Boddam 
Naveen Reddy R/o H.no: 17-1- 
383/23/201, Eternal Bhongir 
Heights, Vinay Nagar Colony, Said- 
abad, Hyd-500059, have changed 


my name to Boddam Divya Reddy. 
(TT-338856] 


PUBLIC & COURT 
NOTICE & 
CLASSIFIEDS 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
9848077857 
9182777757 


LOST 
1, SOMESULA VARA PRASAD R/o.P.No.192 
to 196, F.No.529-B, Siri Balaji Towers Eswar 
Vilas Road Nizampet Hyd 500090 TS. While 
Travelling From My Home to S.R. Nagar Cir- 
cle on 28/09/2024, | have Lost My Indian 
Passport No. J-5054825, Date of issue 
13-04-2011, Place of issue HYD, If Any Body 


Found Please Contact - 97000 77731 
[1T-8367] 


|, JAGANA SOWJANYA KUMAR S/o. JA- 
GANA RAMA RAO R/o. VILLA NO.51, 
OORUITHA GRAND VIE, Gundlapochampally, 
Medchal- Cyb'bad, TS - 501401, | have Lost 
My Passport Bearing No. K1850600, Date of 
issue 12/03/2012, At HYD, while shifting 
house for renovation. If anybody finds the 


pls same No.Contact - 9849575980 
[1T-8367] 


|, GADE SANDEEP REDDY S/o.Ashok Reddy 
Gade, R/o. 4-204/7, Near IDEA Towers, Thripu- 
raram. Nalgonda Dist - 508207, TS. |have Lost by 
SSC/ INTER Certificates in the Year March 2010 
(SSC), Hall Ticket No. 1027110763 Krishnaveni 
Talent School, Miryalguda, March 2012 (Inter) 
Hall Ticket No. 1228245300 Narayana Junior Col- 
lege. Ghatkesar While | was travelling by bus 
from Koti to Dilsukhnagar, on 18-09-2024, if 


anybody Found pls Contact - 9705071717 
[17-8367] 


|, GADE SANDEEP REDDY S/o.Ashok Reddy 
Gade, R/o. HNo.4-204/7, Near IDEA Towers. 
Thripuraram, Nalgonda District -508207, TS. | 
am holding Passport Bearing No. V8198882, 
Date of issu.04-03-2022, issue At HYD, | have 
lost my Original Passport while travelling from 
Koti to Dilsukh Nagar 18-09-2024, if anybody 


Found please Contact - 9705071717 
[1T-8367] 


I,SHAIK ABDUL KHALEEL S/o Abdul Munaff 
Shaik FNo:J-1002,J-Block, Aparna Kanopy 
Marigold,Gundlapocahampally Medchal, 
Hyd-14,T.S, Lost My Original Passport 
NO:M8248144.While Traveling From Yel- 
lampet To Medchal On 2/9/24lf Found 


Anyone Please Call 8374000677 
[TT-8368] 


| SHAIK YASMIN W/o Shaik Abdul 
Khaleel,F.No:J-1002,J-Block,aparna 
Kanopy Marigold,Gundlapocahampally- 
Medchal,Hyd-14, T.S.Lost My Original 
Passport No:M3707252 While Traveling 
From Yellampet To Medchal On 2/9/24.If 


Anyone Found Pls Call : 8374000677 
[1T-8368] 


|, CHIMALAPATI SRIRAMA CHANDRA MURTHY, 
S/o. SUBRAHMANYAM,H.No:30-644/3, Chan- 
dragiri Colony East, Neredmet,M-M Dist-56. lost 
my Original Sale Deed Doct. No. 6037/1988, 
SRO Vijayawada, while entering the TSRTC 
Bus at Anandbagh to reach Krupa Complex 


Bus Stop. If Found Pls Cont: 98859 56416 
[1T-8369] 


It has been informed that original 
documents no. 7327/1983 of my 
plot | lost to traveling to Banjara 
hills to ferdousi guda medipelly 
medchal if anybody found please 
contact me my name V Rama Rao 
S/o V. janardhana R/o Banjara 


hills phone No: 9949239494 
[TT-338856] 


NOTICE 


Readers are advised to make 
appropriate enquiries while re- 
sponding to advertisements in 
these columns Telangana Pub- 
lications Pvt. Ltd. does not 
vouch for any claims made by 
the Advertisers. The Printer, 
Publisher, Editor and Owner of 
‘Telangana Publications Pvt. 
Ltd. Shall not be held respon- 
sible / liable for any conse- 
quences, in case such 
claims are found to be false. 


ED books Sidda 
in MUDA case 


Federal agency files report against Chief Minister, others 


PTI 
NEW DELHI/BENGALURU 


The Enforcement Direc- 
torate on Monday booked 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and some 
others in a money-launder- 
ing case linked to the My- 
suru Urban Development 
Authority, taking cogni- 
sance of a recent State 
Lokayukta FIR, official 
sources said. They said the 
federal agency had filed an 
enforcement case informa- 
tion report to book the 
Chief Minister and others. 
Siddaramaiah, his wife B 
M Parvathi, brother-in-law 
Mallikarjuna Swamy and 
Devaraju — from whom 
Swamy had purchased 
land and gifted it to Par- 
vathi — and others have 
been named in the FIR reg- 
istered by the Mysuru-lo- 
cated Lokayukta police es- 
tablishment on September 
27. The FIR was lodged 
after a special court in Ben- 
galuru last week ordered a 
Lokayukta police probe 
against Siddaramaiah. 


after the high court upheld 
the sanction granted by 
Governor Thaawarchand 
Gehlot to investigate the 
senior Congress leader on 
allegations of illegalities in 
the allotment of 14 sites to 
his wife by the Mysuru 
Urban Development Au- 
thority (MUDA). 

The ED has pressed sec- 
tions of the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) to book Siddara- 
maiah in its ECIR, the 
equivalent of a police FIR. 

According to the proce- 
dure, the ED is empowered 
to summon the accused for 
questioning and even at- 
tach their assets during the 
investigation. Siddarama- 


the MUDA issue as the op- 
position was “scared” of 
him and noted that it was 
the first such “political 
case” against him. 

He also reiterated that 
he would not resign fol- 
lowing the court ordering a 
probe against him in the 
case as he has done no 
wrong and asserted that he 
would fight the case 
legally. 

In the MUDA site-allot- 
ment case, it is alleged that 
compensatory sites were 
given to Siddaramaiah’s 
wife in an upmarket area in 
Mysuru. 

The Lokayukta FIR has 
been registered under var- 
ious sections of the IPC 
like 120B (criminal con- 
spiracy), 166 (public ser- 
vant disobeying law, with 
intent to cause injury to 
any person), 403 (dishon- 
est misappropriation of 
property), 406 (criminal 
breach of trust), 420 
(cheating and dishonestly 
inducing delivery of prop- 
erty), 426 (mischief), 465 
(forgery), 468 (forgery for 


Wife offers to 


return plots 


MYSURU: Karnataka 
Chief Minister Siddara- 
maiah’s wife Parvathi 
has written to MUDA 
Commissioner ex- 
pressing her willing- 
ness to return the 14 
sites in the Mysuru 
upmarket. 

Ina letter to the 
MUDA Commissioner 
she said she was allot- 
ted the 14 alternative 
sites in the third and 
fourth phase of Vi- 
jayanagar in Mysuru 
against the usage of 
her three acres and 16 
Guntas of land in Ke- 
sare village under 
Kasaba Hobli in My- 
suru. “Il am willing to 
return the 14 sites by 
way of cancelling the 
sale deed. | want 
MUDA to acquire these 
sites. | request you to 
take step in this direc- 
tion at the earliest,” 
Parvathi said in her 


The order of the special iah, 76, had last week said purpose of cheating), 340 letter. pri 
court judge came a day he was being targeted in (wrongful confinement). 
Important that [AFremains — Rewover 
a : ; SP MLA’s 
ever vigilant: New Air Chief remarks 
— ceeded incumbent Air self-reliant) IAF, he urged | BUNOR 
Shortly after taking charge Chief Marshal VR Chaud- the commanders to adopt a 


as the Chief of Air Staff, Air 
Chief Marshal Amar Preet 
Singh on Monday urged the 
top air warriors to enhance 
cohesion and jointness and 
said his focus would be to 
further boost combat capa- 
bilities of the force. 

Air Chief Marshal Singh, 
an accomplished fighter 
pilot with over 5,000 hours 
of flying experience, suc- 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


THE GENERAL PUBLIC AT LARGE IS 
HEREBY INFORMED THAT; Our 
Client, Nayani Harsha Vardhan 
Reddy, S/o. Sri. Nayani Yadi Reddy, 
Resident of H.No. 11-12/1, Balaji 
Nagar, Near Oxford High School, Aie 
Bolaram, Sanga Reddy, Telangana 
502325. is the owner of the Plot No. 41 
measuring 300 Sq. Yds or 250.84 Sq. 
Mrrts (out of 9.08 Acres) in Sy No. 60, 
61 & 62A, Situated at Bahadurpalli 
Village, Medchal Mandal, Medchal- 
Malkajgiri District, Telangana State. In 
the recent times, our client was in tran- 
sit from his home at bollaram to the 
photocopy shop, during the transit our 
client has lost the Original Document 
pertaining to the above property i.e., 
Sale Deed, bearing document No. 
5724/1983, dated: 15.07.1983. Our 
client had made all efforts to trace out 
the Original Document, but he could 
not find the same. As such upon the 
instructions of our client, | hereby 
inform the public at large about of the 
loss of the above document. 
Therefore whosoever finds the Original 
Document i.e., Sale Deed, bearing 
document No. 5724/1983, dated: 
15.07.1983 is hereby requested to 
kindly hand-over the same to me at the 
address mentioned below. 
Ss 


Mr. G KRISHNAIAH 
ADVOCATE 
O/o. Ground Floor, H.No. 3-6- 
491/C/D, Street No. 6, Himayath 
Nagar, Hyderabad 500 029, 
Telangana State 
Ph: +91 9440999875 


IN THE COURT OF THE HON’BLE PRINCIPAL 
JUNIOR CIVIL JUDGE , MEDCHAL-MALKAJGIRI 
DISTRICT, AT : KUKATPALLY 
0.S. No. 296 Of 2024 
(Suit for Declaration of legal heirs) 

1, Raskatla Anasuya, W/o. Late Raskatla Raj Kumar, 

Aged about 74 Yrs., Occ: Housewife, 
2. Raskatla Raj Sekhar, S/o. Raskatla Raj Kumar, 
Aged about 55 Yrs., Occ: Business, Both are perma- 
nent R/o. H.No. 7-4-48/2, Vani Nagar, Ferozguda, 
Tirumalagiri, Bowenpally, Medchal-Malkajgiri District, 
Telangana, PIN-500 011. 

.»Petitioners/Plaintiffs No. 1 and 2. 

AND 


1. The Tahsildar, Balanagar Mandal, Medchal- 
Malkajgiri District. 


2. All concerned. ..Respondents/Defendants. 


Please take notice that the above named 
Plaintiffs have filed the above OS bearing 0.S. No. 
296 of 2024 before the Hon'ble Pri. Junior Civil 
Judge, Medchal Malkajgiri District at Kukatpally to 
grant a judgment and decree in favour of plaintiffs 
No. 1 and 2 herein: 

i) Declaring the plaintiffs No.1 and 2 as legal 
heirs of Tokala Manjula (late) who was expired on 
29-11-2023, to the property bearing the Flat No. 203, 
(In First Floor), of "SRI BALAJI RESIDENCY", 
H.No.7-4-15/1 (Old), 7-4-5/1/203 (New), (PTIN 
No. 1140702647), on Plot No.13/A, in Survey No. 8, 
along with its Built-Up area of 1167 Square Feet, 
along with an undivided share of land admeasuring 


District, Telangana State and Flat boundaries as 
follows: BOUNDARIES FOR FLAT No. 203: NORTH: 
OPEN TO SKY, SOUTH: LIFT, CORRIDOR & 
STAIRCASE, EAST: OPEN TO SKY, WEST: OPEN 
TO SKY and the same stands posted to 14.10.2024 
for your appearance before the aforesaid court at 
10.30 A.M., failing which the matter will be heard and 
determined in your absence. 

IIBY ORDER OF THE HON'BLE COURT// 
KODAMAGUNDLA RAVI KUMAR, 
M.A., LL.M., Advocate 
Flat No. 123/P1, Megha Hills Apartments, 
Above Union Bank & PNB, Miyapur, R.R. District, 
Telangana-500 049, Cell: 9848165433, 
e-mail: cyberlawyer9@gmail.com 


hari who retired after helm- 
ing the force for three 
years. “It is important that 
IAF remains operationally 
capable, ever vigilant and a 
credible deterrence,” Air 
Chief Marshal Singh said in 
an address to the IAF. High- 
lighting certain focus areas 
towards building a ‘Sashakt, 
Saksham and an Atmanirb- 
har’ (strong, capable and 


nurturing leadership and 
enhance cohesion and 
jointness. Another impor- 
tant task for him would be 
to focus on the theaterisa- 
tion plan as the government 
looks at rolling out the am- 
bitious reform initiative. 
Air Chief Marshal Singh 
was commissioned into the 
fighter pilot stream of the 
IAF in December 1984. eri 


BSNL celebrates 
silver jubilee 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


On the occasion of BSNL 
Formation Day Silver Ju- 
bilee Celebrations, being 
celebrated across the 
country, the BSNL, Hyder- 
abad Business Area (HYD 
BA) organised a series of 
programmes and activities 
exclusively for school 
children in Hyderabad. 
Over 1800 students 
drawn from various 
schools across Hyderabad 
turned up for the special 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


DISSOLUTION OF PARTNERSHIP FIRM 
M/S SRI SAI SUSHMA CONSULTANTS 
REGD. NO 1588/2011 partnership 
firm constituted of its partners M.V 
SATYANARAYANA & M VENKATANAGA| 
KAMESWARI has been dis-solves 
the said firm by the partners w.e-f 
20-08-2024. If any body has claim 
against this firm.please bring in to our’ 
notice within 15 days time from today 
our regd. Address cell no 9246842259 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

This is to inform that my client Sri 
Vamshi Krishna Kolli, S/o. Kolli Venkatara- 
mana Prasad, Age: 38 Years, Occ: Private 
Employee, R/o. Flat No. 5405, Panchavati 
Appartments, Pragathi Nagar, Nizampet, 
Hyderabad. That on 28-06-2024 my client 
Sri Vamshi Krishna Kolli went from his 
Residence at 5.00 pm evening for Xerox of 
his property papers vide Sale Deed No. 
2147 of 1996 of Flat No. 204, Plot No. 46, 
H.No. 22-1/46/1, Sy.No. 165 and 167, 
situated at Bhagya Nager Co-Operative 
Housing Society, Kukatpally Village and 
Muncipality, Hyderabad. By walk my client 
was Carring original documents in plastic 
hand cover bearing Sale Deed No. 2147 of 
1996, Dated 12-04-1996, SRO Kukatpally. 
After taking Xerox while returning back to 
home at 5.45 p.m. my client observed that 
the cover in which original Sale Deed No. 
2147 of 1996 kept in plastic cover was 
missing. My client immediately went to 
Xerox center but could not find the original 
Sale Deed No. 2147 of 1996. And he went 
back searching on the way on which he 
had gone. My client searched everywhere 


Police Station KPHB, with regard certifi- 
cate No. 15200207241546021954, Dated 
02-07-2024 but it could not be traced. The 
General Public is hereby informed that if 
any person/s who finds the above said 
documents may contact the undersigned 
and hand over the same, for which he/she 
will be suitably rewarded within 7 days. 
SHAIK ABBAS ALI, Advocate 
Office: 29-147, N.V.Colony, Neredmet, 
Secunderabad-500 056, 
Ph: 9949578200. 


painting competition. In 
addition, various sports 
and cultural activities 
were also conducted for 
BSNL employees. 

On the occasion of the 
silver jubilee celebra- 
tions, a commemorative 
balloon was also hoisted 
by G.Ratna Kumar, CGM 
Telangana Circle at Tele- 
phone Bhavan, Saifabad 
on Monday in the pres- 
ence of M.Chandra 
Shekhar, Principal Gen- 
eral Manager, Hyderabad 
Business Area. 


Log on for more Local 
and Global news 


www.telangana 
today.com 


Former State Minister and 
Samajwadi Party MLA 
Mehboob Ali has said that 
the growing Muslim popu- 
lation would lead to the 
BJP’s exit from power in 
Uttar Pradesh in the 2027 
Assembly polls. 

The “inflammatory re- 
marks” by the 72-year-old 
sixth-time MLA from Am- 
roha at a party event here 
on Sunday prompted the 
local police to lodge an FIR 
against him as well as SP’s 
district unit president 
Sheikh Zakir Hussain. 

The FIR was lodged fol- 
lowing a complaint by a po- 
lice sub-inspector. A video 
clip of Ali’s speech has 
been doing the rounds on 
social media. Speaking at 
the programme, Ali em- 
phasised that the demo- 
graphic shift would favour 
the SP, saying, “The Mus- 
lim population has in- 
creased to such an extent 
that by 2027, the BJP will 
have to go, and the SP will 
come to power.” 

Drawing a parallel be- 
tween the BJP and the 
Mughal empire, he said, “If 
the Mughals, who ruled for 
over 800 years are no 
longer around, what makes 
you think the BJP will last?” 
He also labelled the BJP as 
“anti-Constitution and 
anti-reservation.” 

Police Circle Officer 
Sangram Singh said, “Ob- 
jectionable comments 
were made in the video 
that went viral.” pri 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


As a part of the nation- 
wide ‘Swachhata Hi Seva’ 
2024 campaign with the 
theme ‘Swabhav Swach- 
hata — Sanskar Swach- 
hata’ initiative, the Bank 
of Baroda (BOB) is organ- 
ising a series of planta- 
tion drives, walkathons, 
health and welfare camps 
for safai mitras, recognis- 
ing their invaluable con- 
tributions at its offices 
and branches across the 
country. 

The special campaign 
by BOB is aimed to pro- 
mote cleanliness with 
special emphasis on 
transforming difficult and 
dirty spots, a press release 


BOB launches 
‘Swachhata Hi Seva’ 


said. As part of the Bank’s 
commitment towards 
“Sampoorna Swachhata 
through Shramdaan,” it is 
arranging “Safai Mitra 
Suraksha Shivir” for sin- 
gle window health and 
welfare camps for pre- 
ventive health care pan 
India. 

Recently, the BOB or- 
ganised a free health 
check-up camp for sanita- 
tion workers at its Corpo- 
rate Office in Mumbai in 
which Debadatta Chand, 
MD, and CEO of BOB, 
EDs, Lal Singh and Beena 
Vaheed, Chief Vigilance 
Officer, Surendra Kumar 
Dixit and other senior ex- 
ecutives and staff mem- 
bers were present, ac- 
cording to a release. 
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MANILA 


6 killed in bus, 
SUV collision 


V 


Six people have been 
killed and 55 others 
have been injured after 
a passenger bus col- 
lided with a sports util- 
ity vehicle in Laguna 
province, south of 
Manila, authorities said 
on Monday. Reyjohn Li- 
bato of the Municipal 
Disaster Risk Reduc- 
tion Management Of- 
fice of Majayjay town 
said the crash hap- 
pened past 3 pm local 
time on Sunday in the 
curve of the town’s na- 
tional highway. ans 


BOGOTA 


Chopper 
crash kills 8 
WwW 


Eight people were 
killed after a Colom- 
bian Air Force helicop- 
ter crashed during a 
humanitarian mission 
in the eastern depart- 
ment of Vichada. Presi- 
dent Gustavo Petro of- 
fered solidarity for 
bereaved families as 
country mourns the de- 
ceased in the tragedy. 
Earlier, the Colombian 
Air Force said that the 
Huey II helicopter had 
lost contact while ona 
medical mission on 
Sunday morning. et! 


BANGKOK 


Extradition 
orders 


V 


A Thai court on Mon- 
day ordered the extra- 
dition of a Vietnamese 
activist detained in 
Bangkok, despite fears 
among rights groups 
that he could be at risk 
if sent home. The Ban 
gkok Criminal Court 
granted Vietnam’s re- 
quest for extradition of 
Y Quynh Bdap. He 

was convicted in ab- 
sentia in Vietnam in 
January on allegations 
that he was involved in 
organizing anti-govern- 
ment riots. ap 


TOKYO 


Japan polls 
on Oct 27 
V 


Japan’s incoming 
Prime Minister Shigeru 
Ishiba said on Monday 
he plans to call a gen- 
eral election on Octo- 
ber 27 as he prepares 
to take office. The 
lower house of the par- 
liament will be dis- 
solved on October 9, 
Ishiba told reporters, 
emphasising the im- 
portance of obtaining 
the public’s mandate 
as soon as possible, , 
reports Xinhua news 
agency. IANS 


WORLD 


News from 


Hezbollah ready 


oom {Or ‘long fight’ 


Vows to battle Israel even if Tel Aviv launches ground offensive 


A photographer documents damage in a building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in Beirut’s southern suburb on Monday. — Photo: AP 


AP 
BEIRUT 


Hezbollah’s acting leader 
vowed on Monday to con- 
tinue battling Israel and said 
the militant group was pre- 
pared for a long fight even 
after much of its top com- 
mand was wiped out, in- 
cluding its leader Hassan 
Nasrallah. Israeli strikes 
have killed Nasrallah and six 
of his top commanders and 
officials in the last 10 days, 
and have hit what the mili- 
tary says are thousands of 
militant targets across large 
parts of Lebanon. 

Over 1,000 people have 
been killed in Lebanon in 
the past two weeks, nearly a 
quarter of them women and 
children, according to the 
Health Ministry. Early Mon- 
day, an airstrike hit a resi- 
dential building, wiping out 
one apartment, damaging 
others, and killing three 
Palestinian militants in cen- 
tral Beirut, as Israel ap- 
peared to send a clear mes- 
sage that no part of Lebanon 
is out of bounds. 

Despite the heavy blow 
Hezbollah has suffered in 
recent weeks, acting leader 
Naim Kassem said in a tele- 
vised statement that if Israel 
decides to launch a ground 
offensive, the group’s fight- 
ers are ready — noting that 
the commanders killed have 
already been replaced. “Is- 
rael was not able to affect 
our (military) capabilities,” 
Kassem said in his first 
speech since Nasrallah was 
killed. “There are deputy 
commanders and there are 
replacements in case a com- 
mander is wounded in any 


post.” He added that 
Hezbollah anticipated “the 
battle could be long”. 


A founding member of 
Hezbollah who had been 
Nasrallah’s longtime 
deputy, Kassem will remain 
in his acting position until 
the group’s leadership elects 
a replacement. The man 
widely expected to take 


No place for terrorism, Modi tells Netanyahu 


NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Monday 
spoke with his Israeli coun- 
terpart Benjamin Netanyahu 
about the recent develop- 
ments in West Asia and as- 
serted that terrorism has no 
place in our world. 

It is crucial to prevent re- 
gional escalation and ensure 
the safe release of all 
hostages, Modi said. “Spoke 
to Prime Minister @ne- 


tanyahu about recent devel- 
opments in West Asia. Ter- 
rorism has no place in our 
world. It is crucial to prevent 
regional escalation and en- 
sure the safe release of all 
hostages,” Modi said on X. 
India is committed to sup- 
porting efforts for an early 
restoration of peace and 
stability, PM Modi said. 
While PM Modi did not 
mention any specific inci- 


Israel claims killing over 
20 Hezbollah members 


JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime 
Minister issued a warning 
to Iran on Monday saying 
“there is nowhere in the 
Middle East Israel cannot 
reach.” 

Earlier, the Israeli mili- 
tary said that it killed 
more than 20 Hezbollah 
militants of varying ranks 
in its strikes in Beirut, dur- 
ing which the group’s top 
leader, Sayyed Hassan 
Nasrallah, was also assas- 
sinated. According to a 
statement from the mili- 
tary, among the others 
killed were Ibrahim Hus- 
sein Jazini, director of 


Nasrallah’s security unit, 
and Samir Tawfiq Deeb, 

a longtime adviser to Nas- 
rallah, as well as Abd 
al-Amir Muhammad 
Sablini and Ali Naaf Ayoub, 
who were responsible 

for Hezbollah’s force 
build-up and firepower, 
respectively. They were 
located at Hezbollah’s 
central headquarters 

in the southern suburbs 
of the Lebanese capital as 
Israel launched the 
strikes, which levelled a 
multi-storey building, Xin- 
hua news agency re- 
ported. ians 


Israel launches small raids 


BEIRUT: Israel launched small ground raids against 
Hezbollah as it prepares for a larger ground operation in 
Lebanon, officials said Monday. A US official said Israel 
has informed the US about the raids that are underway 
and that Israel has not provided timing on plans for a 
larger operation. The US has not told Israel to halt all of 
its operations in Lebanon and wouldn't do so as Wash- 
ington supports Israel's right to defend itself, according 
to the official. A Western official, a diplomat in Cairo 
whose country is directly involved in de-escalation ef- 
forts, said an Israeli ground operation in Lebanon is “im- 
minent”. Both officials spoke on condition of anonymity 
due to the sensitivity of the situation. ap 


over the top post is Hashem 
Safieddine, a cousin of Nas- 
rallah who oversees the 


Harris takes ‘crowd’ 
dig at Trump 


LOS ANGELES 


US Vice-President Kamala 
Harris poked at Republican 
Donald Trump during a 
fancy fundraiser on Sunday, 
telling donors that as she 
campaigns around the 
country her “crowds are 
pretty big” — before head- 
ing to Nevada for a rally at 
the same venue where the 
GOP nominee appeared 
two weeks ago. 

During the presidential 
debate, Harris appeared to 
get under Trump’s skin 
when she said people were 
leaving his rallies early be- 
cause of his rambling 
speeches. And she’s kept it 
up on the campaign trail. 


She also has moved into 
what Trump considers his 
terrain — immigration — 
with a Friday visit to the 
border town of Douglas, 
Arizona. It was her first trip 
to the US-Mexico border 
since taking over for Presi- 
dent Joe Biden atop the 
Democratic _ presidential 
ticket. 

Harris’ four-day West 
Coast trip has been crafted 
with dual purposes: She was 
opening and closing with 
stops in Sun Belt battle- 
grounds — Arizona and Ne- 
vada — where the vice- 
president is trying to shore 
up support as Trump 
pounds her relentlessly 
over illegal migration. pr 


group’s political affairs. 
Hezbollah has significantly 
increased its rocket attacks 


dent, Israeli strikes in 
Lebanon last week killed 
seven high-ranking com- 
manders and officials from 
the Hezbollah militant 
group, including the group’s 
leader Hassan Nasrallah. 
Hezbollah had been firing 
rockets and missiles into 
northern Israel after Hamas’ 
October 7 attack from Gaza 
into Israel sparked a war 
there. pti 


Hamas leader 
killed in airstrike 
on Lebanon 


BEIRUT: Palestinian militant 
group Hamas said one of its 
commanders has been killed 
in an Israeli airstrike in 
Lebanon. Fatah Sharif was 
killed early Monday in an 
airstrike on the Al-Buss 
refugee camp in the south- 
ern port city of Tyre, the 
group said in a statement. 
His wife, son and daugh- 
ter were also killed in the 
strike, it said. Sharif was a 
commander in Lebanon and 
a member of Hamas’ com- 
mand outside the Palestin- 
ian territories, Hamas said. 
Meanwhile, an apparent Is- 
raeli airstrike on central 
Beirut has levelled an apart- 
ment building. It came after 
Israel hit targets across 
Lebanon and killed dozens 
of people, as Hezbollah sus- 
tained heavy blows to its 
command structure, includ- 
ing the killing of its leader, 
Hassan Nasrallah. Mean- 
while, the UN agency for 
Palestinian refugees said a 
the top Hamas commander 
killed in Lebanon was one of 
its employees but had been 
suspended since allegations 
of his ties to the militant 
group emerged in March. ae 


in the past week to several 
hundred daily, but most 
have been intercepted. 


Toll in Nepal 
floods rises 
to 205 


KATHMANDU 


Search and rescue opera- 
tions continued in Nepal 
for the third consecutive 
day on Monday after mon- 
soon-induced floods and 
landslides killed more than 
200 people in one of the 
worst rain-related disasters 
in the Himalayan nation in 
recent years. 

Incessant rainfall over 
the weekend triggered 
floods and __ landslides, 
wreaking havoc in Kath- 
mandu and most of the dis- 
tricts of Nepal. At least 205 
people have been killed 
with 24 others still missing 
in the continuous rainfall, 
floods, landslides and inun- 
dation, Home Ministry offi- 
cials said, adding that Kath- 
mandu alone recorded 56 
deaths related to the natu- 
ral disaster. pri 


Russia steps up 
drone attacks 


KYIV 

Russia fired missiles and 
drones at ll regions of 
Ukraine, the Ukrainian Air 
Force said on Monday, ina 
33rd consecutive night of 
aerial attacks behind the 
front line and set a new 
monthly record of drone 
barrages. In Kyiv, multiple 
explosions and machine 
gun fire could be heard 
throughout the night as the 
Ukrainian capital’s air de- 
fences fought off a drone at- 
tack for five hours. 

No casualties were re- 
ported in Kyiv or else- 
where, though a “critical in- 
frastructure object” caught 
fire in the southern Myko- 
laiv region, Gov. Vitalii Kim 
said, without elaborating. 
Russia has increasingly de- 
ployed Shahed drones, 
rather than more expensive 


missiles, in its aerial bom- 
bardment of Ukrainian 
cities since its full-scale in- 
vasion of its neighbour. 

It launched more than 
1,300 Shahed drones at 
Ukraine in September 
alone — the highest num- 
ber of drone attacks ina sin- 
gle month since the war 
began. Ukraine, too, has de- 
veloped a new generation 
of drones for the battlefield 
and for long-range strikes 
deep inside Russia. More 
than 100 Ukrainian drones 
were shot down over Rus- 
sia on Sunday. 

Also Monday, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin re- 
leased a video marking the 
second anniversary of the 
annexation of four Ukrain- 
ian territories and again ac- 
cused the West of turning 
Ukraine into “a military 
base aimed at Russia”. pti 


US: Helene leaves trail of 
destruction, toll at 107 


PERRY 


A crisis unfolded in western 
North Carolina as officials 
rushed to get more water, 
food and other supplies to 
flood-stricken areas without 
power and cellular service 
Monday, three days after 
Hurricane Helene ripped 
across the US Southeast. The 
death toll from the storm 
reached the triple digits. 

At least 107 people in six 
states were killed. A North 
Carolina county that in- 
cludes the mountain city of 
Asheville reported 30 peo- 
ple killed. Georgia’s death 
count was raised Monday 
from 17 to 25. North Car- 
olina’s Governor, Roy 
Cooper, predicted the toll 
would rise as rescuers and 
other emergency workers 
reached areas isolated by 
collapsed roads, failing in- 
frastructure and  wide- 
spread flooding. 

Supplies were being air- 
lifted to the region around 
the isolated city of 
Asheville. Buncombe 
County Manager Avril Pin- 
der pledged that she would 
have food and water to the 
city by Monday. “We hear 
you. We need food and we 
need water,” Pinder said on 


Rescue workers pull out a car in the aftermath of Helene the area 
of Chimney Rock, North Carolina. — Photo:AP 


a Sunday call with reporters. 
“My staff has been making 
every request possible to 
the state for support and 
we've been working with 
every single organisation 
that has reached out. What I 
promise you is that we are 
very close.” Asheville’s 
water system was severely 


damaged. Residents walked 
with buckets to a creek to get 
water to flush toilets, care- 
fully watching their steps 
where a wall of water three 
days before ripped away all 
of the trees and ground, leav- 
ing only mud. Neighbours 
shared food and water and 
comforted each other. ap 


Zakir Naik 


gets grand 


welcome in Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD 


Zakir Naik, the controver- 
sial religious figure who is 
wanted by India’s National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
for his involvement in un- 
lawful activities and pro- 
moting religious hatred, ar- 
rived in Islamabad on 
Monday as he began his 15- 
day tour of the country at 
the invitation of the govern- 
ment led by Pakistan Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif. 
Naik, a wanted fugitive in 
India, and his son Sheikh 
Fariq Zakir were given a 
warm welcome by a num- 


ber of senior government 
officials as he landed at the 
Islamabad International 
Airport. 

He was received by Pak- 
istani Prime Méinister’s 
Youth Programme Chair- 
man Rana Mashood and 
other officials. Naik is 
scheduled to stay in Pak- 
istan till October 28, during 
which he will be holding 
public gatherings in major 
cities of the country. 

During his stay, he will 
also lead Friday prayers in 
the country besides holding 
meetings with senior gov- 
ernment officials. pri 


Williams, Wilmore welcome SpaceX capsule 


CAPE CANAVERAL 


he two astronauts 
stuck at the Inter- 
national Space Sta- 


tion (ISS) since June wel- 
comed their new ride 
home with arrival of a 
SpaceX capsule. 

SpaceX launched the 
rescue mission on Satur- 
day with a downsized 
crew of two astronauts 
and two empty seats re- 
served for Butch Wilmore 
and Sunita Williams, who 
will return next year. 

The Dragon capsule 
docked in darkness as the 
two craft soared 426 km 
above Botswana. NASA 
switched Wilmore and 
Williams to SpaceX fol- 
lowing concerns over the 


SpaceX capsule Dragon docks to the International 


Space Station. — Photo: AP/PT| 


safety of their Boeing Star- 
liner capsule. It was the 
first Starliner test flight 
with a crew, and NASA 
decided the thruster fail- 
ures and helium leaks that 
cropped up after liftoff 


were too serious and 
poorly understood to risk 
the test pilots’ return. So 
Starliner returned to Earth 
empty earlier this month. 
The Dragon carrying 
NASA’s Nick Hague and 


the Russian Space 
Agency’s Alexander Gor- 
bunov will remain at the 
space station until Febru- 
ary, turning what should 
have been a weeklong trip 
for Wilmore and Williams 
into a mission lasting 
more than eight months. 
Two NASA astronauts 
were pulled from the mis- 
sion to make room for 
Wilmore and Williams on 
the return leg. SpaceX pro- 
vided the taxi service since 
the company’s first astro- 
naut flight in 2020. NASA 
also hired Boeing for ferry 
flights after the space shut- 
tles were retired, but 
flawed software and other 
Starliner issues led to 
years of delays and more 
than $1 billion in repairs. ar 


Setback for 
Imran in new 
Toshakhana 
case 


ISLAMABAD 


A Pakistani court rejected 
the bail pleas of jailed for- 
mer Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and his wife Bushra 
Bibi in new Toshakhana 
case, where they face alle- 
gations of misusing power 
to acquire state gifts. 
Special Judge Central 
Shahrukh Arjumand an- 
nounced the verdict on the 
bail pleas filed by the cou- 
ple during a hearing inside 
the Adiala jail, where the 
former first couple also ap- 
peared. The development 
comes as the duo is set to 
be indicted in the case on 
October 2 after the NAB 
was barred from pursuing 
the matter and the case was 
transferred to the FIA in 
line with the SC’s verdict 
restoring amendments to 
the anti-corruption laws. 
Khan was arrested after 
his conviction in the first 
Toshakhana corruption 
case filed by the Election 
Commission of Pakistan. 
The new Toshakhana case 
against the couple came to 
the fore after NAB arrested 
them shortly after a district 
and sessions court in Is- 
lamabad acquitted Khan 
and Bushra in iddat case. 
During the hearing, the 
FIA prosecutor said that 
the suspects received the 
Bulgari jewellery set from 
Saudi Arabia and apprised 
the court that the agency 
had obtained records of a 
necklace and earrings from 
the Foreign Ministry. pr 
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STREAMING NOW 


Cricket: Ind vs 
B’desh, Day 5 2nd 
Test, 9.30 am on 
Sports 18 & JioCin- 
ema 


Football: 

HFC vs CFC, 7.30 
pm on Sports 18 & 
JioCinemav 


NEW DELHI 
Indian 
shooters win 
two bronze 
WW 


Indian rifle and pistol 
shooters won two 
bronze medals in their 
respective 10m mixed 
team events at the ISSF 
Junior World Champi- 
onship in Peru. The 
bronze medals on day 
two of the competitions 
at the International 
Shooting Sport Federa- 
tion event took India’s 
count to five medals 
(two gold and three 
bronze). The rifle shoot- 
ers went first and Gau- 
tami Bhanot and Ajay 
Malik shot a combined 
score of 628.9 after 30- 
shots each to finish 
third among 34 pairs. 


HATCH 

Podium finish 
for Sanjay in 
British GT 


We 


Ace Indian driver Sai 
Sanjay finished cred- 
itable third overall and 
also made it to the 
podium in silver class 
in the GT4 category of 
the British GT Champi- 
onship. The 21-year In- 
dian driver from Chen- 
nai did acommendable 
job in the last round of 
the British GT champi- 
onship, where popular 
Tamil actor Ajith 
Kumar will be making 
his debut in the GT4 
next year. Sanjay quali- 
fied P4 overall in the 
class and finished third 
overall, in a rare feat by 
an Indian. 


MUMBAI 


Shuttler 
Raksha 
excels 
VW 


Young Indian bad- 
minton player Raksha 
Kandasamy continued 
her brilliant run as she 
clinched back-to-back 
titles in the Croatian In- 
ternational and Bel- 
gium Junior tourna- 
ments. Raksha 
defeated England’s 
Leona Lee 21-9, 21-5 in 
the final of the Croatian 
International played at 
Samobor on Sunday. 
Raksha beat Germany’s 
Gloria Poluektov 21-14, 
10-21, 22-20 in the final 
played in the Belgian 
city of Herstal. 


JOHANNESBURG 


South Africa 
to travel to 
B’desh 


V 


Cricket South Africa 
(CSA) on Monday ap- 
proved the senior 
men’s team’s tour to 
Bangladesh for a two- 
match Test series fol- 
lowing a security as- 
sessment of the 
strife-torn Asian coun- 
try by a visiting delega- 
tion. South Africa will 
reach Dhaka on Octo- 
ber 16, and the 
matches will be played 
from October 21-25 in 
Dhaka and from Octo- 
ber 29 to November 2 
in Chattogram. 


News from 


SPORT 


India push for victory 


Home side’s T20-style blitz secures 52-run lead over B’desh after Mominul’s 107 


PTI 
KANPUR 


Trying to force a result in 
the limited time available, 
India played a sensational 
T20-style cricket to take a 
52-run first-innings lead 
against Bangladesh in the 
second Test, infusing life 
into the rain-hit contest here 
on Monday. 

The sun shone bright in 
the Kanpur sky after two 
gloomy days and the on- 
field action finally began 
after losing eight sessions. 
India had six sessions to 
force a win, and the hosts 
did everything they could 
on the fourth day of the 
match. 

The pitch hardly offered 
assistance to India bowlers 
but the hosts still bundled 
out Bangladesh for 233 in 
their first innings, built 
around Mominul Haque’s 
patient unbeaten 107. India 
then unleashed their batting 
might on the visitors, strik- 
ing at 8.22 runs per over to 
reset the records for fastest 
team 50 (18 balls), 100 (74 
balls) and 200 runs (24.2 
overs) in Test cricket. India 
declared their second in- 
nings at 285 for nine to have 
another go at the visiting 
batters. 

At stumps, Bangladesh 
were 26 for two with Zakir 
Hasan and Hasan Mahmud 
becoming off-spinner 
Ravichandran Ashwin’s vic- 
tims. They were trailing 
India by 26 runs. India are 
going for the kill as an out- 
right victory will consoli- 
date their top position in the 
World Test Championship 
(WTC) table. Considering 
the tougher assignments 
ahead, especially the Aus- 
tralia Tour, India need to log 
as many wins as possible 


balls) set the tone with three 
boundaries in the opening 
over bowled by Hasan Mah- 
mud and skipper Rohit 
Sharma (23 off 11) bludg- 
eoned Khaled Ahmed for 
two consecutive sixes - one 
landing on the roof of the 
stadium. It was clear that 
India were showing an ur- 
gency to surpass the 
Bangladesh total quickly. 
The onslaught surprised 
the rival attack but the home 
fans were rewarded for vis- 
iting the stadium. Adopting 
a see-the-ball and hit-the- 
ball approach, India com- 
pleted the fastest team fifty 
in three overs. Realising the 
ineffectiveness of his pacers, 
Bangladesh skipper Najmul 
Hossain Shanto introduced 
spinner Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz and he responded to 
the call by castling Rohit. 


Milestone 
for Kohli 


KANPUR: Indian bat- 
ting superstar Virat 
Kohli on Monday be- 
came only the fourth 
player in history to 
complete 27,000 runs 
in international cricket 
across formats, a feat 
that he achieved on the 
fourth day of the ongo- 
ing second Test against 
Bangladesh here. 

Kohli made a brisk 47 
off 35 balls with four 
fours and a six. He is 
only the second Indian 
cricketer to have 
breached the 27,000- 
run mark and stands 
fourth in the list for 
most international runs 
across formats, which 


Scorecard 


BANGLADESH 1ST INNINGS 


Zakir Hasan c Jaiswal b Akash Deep 0 (24b), Shadman Islam lbw b 
Akash Deep 24 (36b, 4x4), Mominul Haque no 107 (194b, 17x4, 1x6), 
Najmul Hossain Shanto (c) lbw b Ashwin 31 (57b, 6x4), Mushfiqur 
Rahim b Bumrah 11 (32b, 2x4), Litton Das tc Sharma b Mohammed Siraj 
13 (30b, 3x4), Shakib Al Hasan c Mohammed Siraj b Ashwin 9 (17b, 2x4), 
Mehidy Hasan Miraz c Shubman Gill b Bumrah 20 (42b, 4x4), Taijul 
Islam b Bumrah 5 (8b, 1x4), Hasan Mahmud Ibw b Mohammed Siraj 1 
(4b), Khaled Ahmed c & b Jadeja 0 (4b); Extras: (b 4, lb 6, nb 2) 12; 
Total: (All out in 74.2 overs) 233; Fall of wickets: 1-26, 2-29, 3-80, 
4-112, 5-148, 6-170, 7-224, 8-230, 9-231, 10-233; Bowling: Jasprit 
Bumrah 18-7-50-3, Mohammed Siraj 17-2-57-2, Ravichandran Ashwin 
15-1-45-2, Akash Deep 15-6-43-2, Ravindra Jadeja 9.2-0-28-1 


INDIA 1ST INNINGS 


Yashasvi Jaiswal b Hasan Mahmud 72 (51b, 12x4, 2x6), Rohit Sharma 
(c) b Mehidy Hasan Miraz 23 (11b, 1x4, 3x6), Shubman Gill c Hasan 
Mahmud b Shakib Al Hasan 39 (36b, 4x4, 1x6), Rishabh Pant tc Hasan 
Mahmud b Shakib Al Hasan 9 (11b), Virat Kohli b Shakib Al Hasan 47 
(35b, 4x4, 1x6), KL Rahul st FLitton Das b Mehidy Hasan Miraz 68 
(43b, 7x4, 2x6), Ravindra Jadeja c Najmul Hossain Shanto b Mehidy 
Hasan Miraz 8 (13b), Ravichandran Ashwin b Shakib Al Hasan 1 (4b), 
Akash Deep c Khaled Ahmed b Mehidy Hasan Miraz 12 (5b, 2x6), 
Jasprit Bumrah no 1 (1b); Extras: (b 3, nb 2) 5; Total: (For 9 wkts decl 
in 34.4 overs) 285; Fall of wickets: 1-55, 2-127, 3-141, 4-159, 5-246, 
6-269, 7-272, 8-284, 9-285; Bowling: Hasan Mahmud 6-0-66-1, 
Khaled Ahmed 4-0-43-0, Mehidy Hasan Miraz 6.4-0-41-4, Taijul Islam 


7-0-54-0, Shakib Al Hasan 11-0-78-4 


BANGLADESH 2ND INNINGS 


Jadeja reaches 
300-Test wicket 
landmark 


A special 
moment for 
me, says the 
all-rounder 


KANPUR 


Ravindra Jadeja could not 
hide his delight after reach- 
ing the milestone of 300 
wickets in Test cricket on 
Monday, expressing that 
the moment “will forever 
remain” with him. 

Jadeja became the sev- 
enth Indian bowler to reach 
the coveted mark during the 
fourth day of the second 
Test against Bangladesh 
here. The other Indian 
bowlers who have taken 
300 Test wickets or more 
are: table leaders Anil Kum- 
ble (619), R Ashwin (524), 
Kapil Dev (434), Harbhajan 
Singh (417), Ishant Sharma 
(311) and Zaheer Khan (311). 

“It’s special when you 
achieve something for 
India. I’ve been playing 
Tests for 10 years and fi- 
nally, I’ve reached this mile- 
stone. I’ve done well and 
I’m proud of myself, and 
feeling happy and good,” 
Jadeja told the host broad- 
caster. Jadeja was particu- 
larly happy to achieve the 
mark because everyone 
used to dub him as a bowler 
exclusive to the white-ball 
formats. 

“It’s special and will for- 
ever remain with me. As a 
youngster, I started with 
white-ball cricket and 
everyone used to tell me 
that I was a white-ball crick- 
eter. But I worked hard with 
the red-ball and finally, all 


Ravindra Jadeja 


Jadeja is a complete pack- 
age, and the guy has magic 
hands. Joining the 300- 
wicket club is special for 
him,” said Morkel. The 35- 
year-old left-arm spinner 
also had another reason to 
feel proud as on this day, he 
also completed the rare 
double of 300 wickets and 
3,000 runs in Test cricket. 

Having achieved this feat 
in his 74th match, Jadeja be- 
came the second quickest to 
complete the cherished 
double behind England 
great Ian Botham. Jadeja 
hoped that India can pluck 
the remaining eight 
Bangladesh wickets and 
complete a 2-0 series sweep 
on the final day of the match 
on Tuesday. 

Bangladesh were 26 for 
two in their second innings 
at the stumps, still trailing 
India by 26 runs. “As a bat- 
ter, I always try to give my- 
self some time. I react to the 
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Legendary batter Sachin 
Tendulkar will be back in 
action on a cricket field as 
he will feature in the inau- 
gural International Masters 
League (IML), a six-team 
T20 competition, to be held 
later this year across three 
venues. 

The IML will have play- 
ers from India, Australia, 
South Africa, West Indies, 
England, and Sri Lanka and 
will be played in Mumbai, 
Lucknow and Raipur. 

The T20 tournament, to 
be held annually, is the 
brainchild of Tendulkar 


Sunil Gavaskar, who will 
also be the league commis- 
sioner. 

Tendulkar and Gavaskar 
will collaborate with PMG 
Sports and SPORTFIVE, a 
sports marketing company, 
in establishing another 
company in India to stage 
the league, a release said. 

“In the last decade, T20 
cricket has accelerated its 
adoption and has drawn 
new fans into the game. 
There is now a strong de- 
sire among fans across ages, 
to re-witness age-old bat- 
tles in newer formats,” Ten- 
dulkar said. pri 


Opener Vaibhav Suryavan- 
shi, just 13, excelled with an 
explosive unbeaten fifty, 
while Mohamed Enaan and 
Samarth Nagaraj took 
three wickets apiece as 
India Under-19 dominated 
the opening day of the first 
four-day unofficial Test 
against Australia here on 
Monday. 

BRIEF SCORES: Australia U- 
19 293 in 71.4 overs (Aidan 
O’Connor 61;Mohamed 
Enaan 3/48, Samarth Na- 
garaj 3/49) vs India U-19 
103/0 in 14 overs (Vaibhav 
Suryavanshi 81 no). pr 


Jurel and Yash Dayal were 
on Monday released from 
the Indian Test side to par- 
ticipate in the Irani Cup in 
Lucknow. 

The Irani Cup contest, be- 
tween the Rest of the India 
side and the winner of the 
previous Ranji Trophy, 
Mumbai, will be played 
from Tuesday at the Ekana 
Cricket Stadium. “Sarfaraz 
Khan, Dhruv Jurel and Yash 
Dayal have been released 
from India’s Test squad to 
participate in the #IraniCup, 
scheduled to commence to- 
morrow in Lucknow,” the 
BCCI said in a post in ‘X’. 
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The trio to feature in upcoming Irani Cup in Lucknow. 


While former India cap- 
tain Ajinkya Rahane will 
lead Mumbai, the Ranji Tro- 
phy winner of the 2023-24 
season, India and Maharash- 
tra batter Ruturaj Gaikwad 
will lead the Rest of the 
India squad. Middle-order 
batter Sarfaraz will be link- 


ing up with the Mumbai side 
which will be missing his 
younger brother and key 
batter Musheer Khan, who 
is currently recovering from 
injuries sustained in a road 
accident last Saturday. 
Wicketkeeper-batter 
Jurel and uncapped left-arm 


SQUADS: Mumbai: Ajinkya Ra- 
hane (c), Prithvi Shaw, Ayush 
Mhatre, Sarfaraz Khan, Shreyas 
lyer, Siddhesh Lad, Suryansh 
Shedge, Hardik Tamore (wk), 
Siddhant Addhatrao (wk), 
Shams Mulani, Tanush Kotian, 
Himanshu Singh, Shardul 
Thakur, Mohit Avasthi, Moham- 
mad Juned Khan, Royston Dias. 
Rest of India: Ruturaj Gaikwad 
(C), Abhimanyu Easwaran (VC), 
Sai Sudharsan, Devdutt 
Padikkal, Dhruv Jurel (wk), Ishan 
Kishan (wk), Manav Suthar, 
Saransh Jain, Prasidh Krishna, 
Mukesh Kumar, Yash Dayal, 
Ricky Bhui, Shashwat Rawat, 
Khaleel Ahmed, Rahul Chahar. pti 


CRICKET KANPUR CRICKET SHARJAH 
‘Govt will decide on Comparing Kohli and 
India’s travel to Pak for Babar baseless, says 
Champions Trophy’ Zaheer Abbas 


BCCI Vice President Rajeev 
Shukla on Monday said a deci- 
sion on whether the national 
cricket team will travel to Pak- 
istan for next year’s ICC Cham- 
pions Trophy will depend on gov- 
ernment approval. “No decision 
has been taken (yet). But our pol- 
icy is that for international tours, 
we always seek the permission of 
the government. It’s up to the 
government to decide whether 
our team should go to any coun- 
try or our team should not go to 
any country,” Shukla said. 


Zaheer Abbas feels the compar- 
isons between Virat Kohli and 
Babar Azam are baseless as the 
Indian superstar is a lot more 
consistent than the Pakistan bat- 
ter. “The comparisons are point- 
less. Virat Kohli scores in every 
match the other player (Babar) 
doesn’t score in any match so 
then how can you compare. The 
person who scores, he is the big- 
ger player,” Abbas said. Kohli 
has 80 international hundreds 
while the Babar has scored 31 
centuries across formats. 


OLYMPICSPORTS NEW DELHI 


Usha slams IOA 
for not felicitating 
Olympic medallists 


Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) president PT Usha on 
Monday said it is “deeply con- 
cerning” that the Executive 
Committee members failed to 
honour Olympic medallists and 
accused the Finance Committee 
of blocking funds intended to 
support Indian athletes’ prepa- 
ration for the Paris Games. 
India secured six medals, includ- 
ing two historic bronze by young 
shooter Manu Bhaker, but Usha 
said the “EC does not want to 
celebrate their success.” 


FOOTBALL PARIS FOOTBALL KOLKATA 
World Cup winner East Bengal part ways 
Griezmann retires from with Spanish coach 
international football Cuadrat 


World Cup winner Antoine 
Griezmann took the soccer 
world by surprise on Monday 
when he announced the end of 
his international career with 
France. The 33-year-old player 
has played 137 matches with Les 
Bleus, scoring 44 goals during a 
successful 10-year tenure. Griez- 
mann started with France in 
2014 in a friendly match against 
the Netherlands then quickly es- 
tablished himself as a stalwart 
of the team coached by Didier 
Deschamps. 


East Bengal has mutually parted 
ways with Spanish head coach 
Carles Cuadrat following the 
team’s underwhelming perform- 
ance in the ongoing Indian 
Super League, the club an- 
nounced on Monday. Cuadrat 
took over the charge of East Ben- 
gal in April last year, signing a 
two-year contract. Under 
Cuadrat, East Bengal ended a 
12-year trophy drought since the 
Federation Cup triumph in 2012 
by winning the Kalinga Super 
Cup title in January this year. 


